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ADVERTISEMENT, 

BY THE EDITOR. 



1 H £ Comedy of ^^ An Heir in his Old 
Age/' is taken from the same collection 
as that of the Orphan of Chao." It is 
the translation of Mr. Davis, a Writer 
on the establishment of the East India 
Company's factory at Canton, and a 
son of the Director of that name ; a 
young man who greatly distinguished 
himself at the College of Hertford, and 
one from whom much curious and valu- 
able information may be expected, on 
the state of literature of China. The 
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11 ADVERTISBMEMT. 

translation was sent from Cuiton to the 
Court of Directors, as a literary curio- 
sity, and placed in their library at the 
India House ; which, it is almost need- 
less to say, is as free and accessible to 
those who may be disposed to make 
use of it, as any public library in the 
kingdom ; and the Editor feels it due 
to the Court of Directors to add, that 
immediately on their being made ac- 
quainted with his opinion, that the play 
ought to be pubiimed, the original 
copy was sent to him, with their per- 
mission to print it. 

Mr. Davis is gone up with Lord 
Amherst to Pekin, as are also Sir 
George Staunton, Mr. Manning, and 
Mr. Morrison ; all well veised in the 
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written and spoken languages of China. 
With such assistance, how infinitely 
greater are the advantages of the pre- 
sent Embassy, in all its bearings, than 
that of the Earl of Macartney, whose 
intercourse and communications were 
committed to the timidity and ignorance 
of two Chinese missionaries, who had 
been educated in the College De Pro^ 
paganda Fide — ^yet this Embassy laid 
the foundation of that knowledge of the 
singular language of China, which is 
now 80 rafHdly spreading itself over 
various parts of the globe. 
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BRIEF VIEW, 4-c. 



^MOMG the many interesting and valuable 
communications, for which Europe is in- 
debted to the Jesuits and the other less 
enlightened and more prejudiced orders of 
the Catholic mis&ionaries, vfho estabU^ed 
themselves in China more than two centuries 
ago, very Uttle is to be found respecting the 
taste of that extraordinarynationfor lyric poe- 
try, or theatrical exhibitions; and from the 
infirequency of European visitors, we are 
left almost wholly in the dark with regard to 
the nature of this kind of composition, as 
well as of the actual state of the drama, 
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and indeed of that department of literature 
in general which is usually known by 
the name of beUes lettres. Led astray by 
Chinese prejudices, and falling in with Chi- 
nese feelings, respecting their ancient books, 
these writers have so stuffed their com- 
munications with excessive panegyric on 
the beauties of the four King, and the 
wisdom and virtues of Yao and Churiy as 
to leave themselves no time to enquire into 
the modem state of general literature. We 
are told, indeed, by Pere Cibot,* and the re- 
mark is copied from him by the Abb^ Grozier, 
** that they would speak, in China, of a man 
of letters making good verses, just as they 
would speak, in France, of a captain of 
infantry playing well on the violin;'' yet 
both the one and the other immediately con- 
tradict such a notion, by quoting several 
pieces of poetry, both andent and modem, 
extolling their beauties, and endeavouring to 

♦ Mem. Chin. Tom. viii. p. 237. 
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sbew their influence over the passions, and 
the estimation in "which they have been held 
from the earliest periods to the present times. 
The truth is, the most ancient records that 
remain of China, consist of poetry. The 
very symbol by which compositions of this 
kind are designated, points out their early 
origin ; — shee^ a character compoimded of a 
wordy and a haU or templcy a place from 
which the magistrates anciently delivered 
instruction to the people — the xvords of the 
iemfle-Axixng short-measured sentences, com- 
posed generally of four characters, so chosen ' 
as to be each of them very expressive and 
si^ificant, and easily committed to the 
memory. The Book of Ode^ one of the 
four most eminent and ancient of their clas^ 
sics, is diiefly composed of this kind of 
verse. 

It is not necessary, however, to dive into 
the depths of antiquity, or to have recourse 
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to ancient oompodtions, in order to prove a 
very general predilection of the Chinese for 
epic and lyric poetry. The late Kien^v/ng 
amused himself with writing an epic poem, 
called Moukden, and two or three others 
of considerable length, beades several lyrical 
odes, songs, and epigrtois, as half the- tea- 
cups in the empire can testify ; his unfortu- 
nate favourite, whose wealth and influence 
drew upon him the vengeance of the reigns 
iiig emperor, wrote verses in his prison the 
d&y before his execution ; and the Etfitor has 
iii his possession the translation of « copy of . 
verses, entitled *^ London;" written by a 
C^binese, who had accompamed a Gentleman 
to 'England, in the capacity (tf his servant, 
describing very concisely, but diaraeteristi- 
ddly^ what he saw, and more pardcidaiiy, 
those things which contrasted with the man- 
ners and appearances of his own coimtry. 
It is not correct, therefore, to say that the 
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Chinese have no relish for poetry. They 
cannot avoid Uking it, for every symbol of 
their written language is poetical ; each cha- 
racter presenting to the eye, and through it 
to the mmd, the picture of the idea which it 
is meant to represent. It is true, some of the 
missionaries make a reserve in favour of 
ancient poetry : " the good old times^ are 
praised in more countries than in China, and 
with as little knowledge of what their 
" goodness^ consisted in ; but Mr. Morrison, 
in his Chinese Grammar, quotes a Chinese 
authcn* who seems to have sounder notions 
on tne subject than either Pere Cibot or the 
Abb^ Grozier : he compares the progress of 
poetry among his countrymen to the gradual 
growth of a tree: " the ancient She-hmg 
(the Book of Odes) msy he likened to the 
roots; when Soo4oo flourished, the buds 
appeared ; in the time of KeeiMfiga/n there 
was abundance of leaves; but during the 
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dynasty Tang, many reposed under the 
shade of the tree, and it yielded rich supplies 
of flowers and fruit." * 

In like manner the two writers above 
mentioned, Cibot first, and Grozier servilely 
copying him, pretend to say, that from the 
earliest periods in which theatrical exhibi- 
tions entered into domestic amusements, and 
the public entertainments of the coiurt, the 
learned have not ceased to publish philoso- 
phical observations on the dangers of the 
theatre, and its baneful effects on public 
manners. *^ Plays (says one of these philo- 
sc^hers) are a kind of artificial fire-works of 
wit, which dcpgesiX in the night of disOTder ; 
they debase and expose those who let them 
off, fatigue the delicate eyes of the sage, 
occupy dangerously idle minds, expose women 
and children who listen to them, give out 
more of smoke and stench than of light, 

♦ Grammnr of the Chinese Language, p. 273. 
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leaving only a dangerous dazzling, and often 
oause dreadful conflagrations'" * Yet in the 
same page we are told that^4he greater part 
of Chinese comedies and tragedies appear to 
be written to shew the deformity of vice and 
the charms of virtue. The writer might 
have added, that they are universally per- 
fimned and encouraged from the court to 
the cottage; that the Chinese are so pas- 
aonately fond of scenic representations, 
that in most houses of the great, a hall 13 set 
i^rt for the performance of [days ; that no 
entertainment is ever given without a com- 
pany of comedians to amuse the guests; 
that they oonistitute a part of all public 
festivals ; and that foreign ambassadors are 
invariably entertained with theatrical repre- 
sentations :— he might further have added, 
that it is not true, as he asserts, that public 
theatres are put on a level with houses of 

• Mem. Chin. Tom. viji. p. 227. 
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fH*ostitut]on and confined to the suburbs (^ 
cities.* There is no such thing, in fact, as -a 
public, theatre in all China. A Chinese 
f company of players will at any time construct 
I a theatre in the course of a couple of hours ; 
a few bamboos as posts to support a roof of 
mats, and a floor of boards, raised some nx 
or seven feet from the ground ; and a few 
piec^ of painted cotton to cov^ the ihree 
ffldes, the front being left entirely open, are 
all that is required for the construction of a 
Chinese theatre ; which very much resembles^ 
when finished, one of those booths erected 
for similar purposes in Bartholomew Fair,, 
but is far less substantial. Indeed a common 
apartment is all that is necessary for the 
performance of a Chinese play. They have 
i^o scenical deception to assist the story, as 
in the modem theatres of Eurc^ ; and the. 
odd expedients to which they are some- 

* Qtfupni. GnMsier,vol. ii. p. 417. 
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times driven by the want of scenery are not 
many degrees above Nick Bottom^ " bush- 
of thorns and^a^Ianthoivi, to disfigure or to 
pcesfflit.'d^^perscm d moonshine;^ <3t th%, 
man^with f^ <sonie tj^Udster^ or some lome, 0r 
some rough oast about Jum, to signify wall ;'*^ 
thus a g^i^eal is ordered upon an expedition* 
tota distant province^' he mounts a stick, or 
I^andishes^a whip, or takes in his hand the^ 
reinstof a>bridle,^and striding three or rfour 
times round the stage in the. npddstof a 
tremendous, crash of .gongs, -dniQis, and 
trumpets^ iJie stops - short, ^d tells the 
audience where heis gotto; ^if the wall of 
a.^»tyis~to be stormed^threex)r four sokliers 
lie down on each other to ^f present walL^t^A- 
tolerable judgment may be formed of what 
little <^ assistance the ima^nati<xis of -an 
English audience derived .from «p^cal de. 
ception, by the state of thC; draina and the 
stage, as described by Sir Philip Sidney, 
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about the year 1583. *^ Now you shall 
have three ladies walk to gather flowers, 
and then we must believe the stage to be a 
garden. By and by we have news of ship- 
wrack in the same place; then we are to 
blame, if we accept it not for a rock. Upcm 
the back of that, ccnnes out a hidious mon- 
ster with fire and smoke ; and then the mi- 
serable beholders are bound to take it for a 
cave; while in the mean time two armies 
fly in, represented with four swords and 
bucklers, and then what hard heart will not 
receive it for a pitched field."* Inigo Jones 
appears to be the first who invented pamted 
chihs for moveable scenes, which were used 
at Oxford in 1605. 

It- is very true that stage players are not 
held in great respect by the Chinese ; and 
Cibot had probably read the statute-f- against 

♦ Malotie*8 ^ake^peare, Vol. 2, p. 57. 
t Ta-tsing-leu-lee, p. 410 
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dvil or military officers of government, or 
the sons of those who possess hereditary 
rank, frequenting the company of prostitutes 
and actresses, which led him into the mistake ; 
of the juxta-posidon of their trading^oncerasi 
a mistake, the more likely to be committed, as 
he frankly owns he knows very little of the 
matter, and takes no interest in the subject. 
We must be cautious, however, in estimating 
the conduct of the Chinese irom their moral 
maxims or legal precepts : there is no peo- 
ple on earth whose practice is so much at 
variance with their professed pnnciples ; as 
a striking iiistance of this remark, it may be 
observed, that the late Emperor Kien^wrigj 
in the teeth of the above mentioned statute, 
took an actress for one of his inferior wives \ 
or concubines ; since which, it is said, fe- j 
males have been prohibited from appearing i 
on the stage, and their places supplied by ,' 
boys, and those creatures who are of neither j 
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sex. No women ever appeared on the Grteek 
and the Roman theatres ; but the characters 
in the dramas of the latter, as in those" of 
China, were sometimes played by eunudis. 
"fhe soft and delicate -" female charact^*tf 6f 
Shakespeare had not the advantage of being 
played by a female during his life ; Mrs. 
Betterton, about 1660, being the first, or 
about the first, fenude who played Juliet 
and Ophelia. It is observed in the prologue 
to the Moor of Venice, in introducing the 
first female who played Desdemona, 

" Tis possible a virtuous woman may 
Abhor all sorts of looseness, and yet play.*^ 

No prohibition, however, of females act- 
ing on the Chinese stage, appears in the 
, code of laws ; but it is enacted, that ^^ all 
strolling players, who shall be guilty of pur- 
chasing the sons or daughters q£ free per- 
sons, in order to educate them as actors or 

,♦ |iIalon^*i Shakespeare, Vol. 2, p. 93. 
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actresses ; or who shall be guilty of marry- 
ing or adopting as children such free per- 
sons, shaU, in each case, be punished with a 
hundred blows of the bamboo"* — and the 
same punishment is extended to the seller 
of free persons, and to females bom of free 
parents voluntarily intermarrying with stroll- 
ing players. 

It has been said, that in Pekin alone 
there are several hundred companies of co- 
medians, when the court is there, and that 
at other times they travel about from one 
city to another. A company generally ccm- 
sists of eight or ten persons, who are lite- 
rally the servants or slaves of the master or 
manager. They travel about from place to 
place in a covered barge, on canals or rivers 
near to which most great cities are ^tuated ; 
these barges are their habitations, and in 
these they are instructed in their parts by 

* Ta-tsing-ku-lee, p. 410. 
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the master. When called on to perform 
before a party, a list of the plays they are 
prepared to represent is put into the hands 
of the master of the feast, who consults his 
guests as to the choice to be made; this 
done, the dramatis personam are read over ; 
and if it should happen that a name occurs 
therein, corresponding with the name of any 
of the guests, another piece is immediately 
chosen, in order that no offensive act or al- 
lasion in the play may be coupled with the 
name of the auditor. Perhaps, however, 
this restrained delicacy is only on paper, and 
not foUowed up in practi <e ; just as the sta- 
tute which prohibits musicians and stage- 
j^yers from representing, in any of their 
performances, " emperors, empresses, famous 
princes, ministers, and generals of former 
ages,^ is perpetuallly infringed, such repre- 
sentations being, in fact, the favomite and 
most usual subjects of theatric exhibition. 
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Indeed there is a saving clause, which says, 
that ^^ this law is not intended to prohibit 
the exhibition upon the stage of fictitious 
characters of just and upright men, of chaste 
wives, and pious and obedient children, all 
which may tend to dispose the minds of the 
spectators to the practice of virtue.*"* 

When the common people wish for a thea- 
trical entertainment, they subscribe among 
themselves a sum sufficient to cover the ex- 
pense of erecting the temporary theatre and 
paying the actors, which is said to be very 
moderate. De Guignes says, that the temn 
pies or pagodas are sometimes used fori 
theatresjf which is not impossible, as they' 
are the common places of resort for gamblers, 
and the lodging houses of foreign ambassa^ 
dors, and officers travelling in the public 
service. But neither in this respect would the 

♦ Tartsing-Iea-lee, p. 418. 
t Voyage a Pekin, Tom. 2, p. 32«. 
C 
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Cbioese be f»ngul»t ; our old fnpHeriii aod 
moralities were frequently played in churches. 
Taverns in China have also a large room 
set apart for the entertainment of gaesUi 
with theatrical exhibitions ; just as in Eng- 
land, ocHnpanies of players had occasional 
stages erected in the yards of the principal 
inns, in Queen Elizabeth'^s time. 

If the missionaries have communicated 
Uttle iitformalion respecting the actual state 
of theatrical representations in China, the 
desmption^, which occasional viators to thai; 
country have given o£ the actual state of 
scemc exhibitions, convey a tolerably cwract 
notion of what they are : and they certainly 
are not o£ a nature to give us a*iy very ex^ 
alted notion of the state of th^ drama, or 
of the r^nement of the people. The most 
singular and inexplicable part of the sulgect 
is, that those representations would appear 
to descend into lowness and vulgarity^ in 
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the inverse ntbof tfae m^ and mtmtioKi m 
life of tbe parties for whose amusenent th^ 
are exhibited. Thus^ at the c6iirt of Pekin, ^^ 
and in presence of bis Imperial Majesty, ^jj^^ 
Ysbrandt Ives, die Russian ambassador in . r 
4692, was emiertBined widi jug^^rs, pos- 
Uire4nakers, and harlequins, \diile eHk his 
way thither, mid not far from the OVeat 
WaD, the govemot of a city entertained him 
with a regular play. " First," says he, ** fen- 
tered a very bei^tiful lady, magnificently 
dressed in cloth of gold, adcmied with Jew- 
els, and a crown on her head, singing her 
speech, with a charming voice, and agreeabte 
motion of the body, playing wiA her hands^ 
in one of which she hdd a fhn. The pro- 
logue thus perfbtmed, the play followed, the 
story of wUdi turned upon a Chinese em- 
peror, long rince dead, who had behaved 
himself weU towards his country, and in ho- 
nour of whose memory the play was written. 
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Soinietimes he appeared in royal robes, with 
a flat ivory sceptre in his hand, and some- 
times his officers shewed themselves with 
ensigns, arms and drums, &c. and by in- 
tervals a sort of farce was acted by their 
lacqueys, whose antick dress and painted 
faces, were as well as any I have seen in 
Europe ; and as far as was interpreted to 
me, their farce was very diverting, espedaDy 
part of it which represented a person who 
had in his marriage been cheated by a de- 
bauched wife, and fancying her constant to 
him, had the mortification to see another 
make love to her before his face."* 

Mr. Bell, who accompanied the Russian 
ambassador to Peldn in 1719, describes the 
court amusements to con^t of wrestling, 
sham-fights, tumbling, posture-making, and 
fire-works. At an entertainment ^ven to 
the gentlemen of the embassy, by one of 

• Harris's Voyages, Vol. «, p. 939. 
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the Emperor's scms, the amusements were 
somewhat better. Speakii^ of the come- 
dians, he says, ** There entered on the stage 
seven warriors, all in armour, with different 
weapons in their hands, and terrible vizards 
on their faces. After they had taken a few 
turns about the stage, and surveyed each 
other^s armour, they at last fell a quar- 
relling; and, in the encounter, one of the 
heroes was slain. Then an angel descended 
from the clouds, in a flash of lightning, with 
a monstrous sword in his hand, and soon 
parted the combatants, by driving them all 
off the stage ; which done, he ascended in 
the same manner he came down, in a doud 
of fire and smoke. This scene was succeed- 
ed by several comical farces, which, to me, 
seemed very diverting, though in a language 
I did not understand.^* But the come<fy 

♦ BcffiT5nrrel»from St Pctersburgh,p. 288. 
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/ pedbrmcd at a tavern in Pekiiv ^ by a com- 
pany of playera mamtfuned bj the houif^^ at 
an entertammail gv^en to them by ^ayoung 
C&mese gentlemal^^ afibided to all great 
pkaaure; and ^^ the pecbrmcn oonnated of 
both max aod women^ well drea^d^ and of 
deotnt behaviour.^* 

Lord Macartney^ in bis own jourmd^ de^ 
scnbeB the wrestling, tumblings wire-dancing, 
QOiQUiing, and fire-worfes, that w^e exhi- 
bit^ at his introduction to the late Empc^ror 
Kji^-lung, and seems to speak ci them with 
great eont^oapt, except the ingenuity with 
whkh the Chinese had displayed their art in 
dottung fire with all manner <^ colours and 
flbapea. Th^ ^^ wretched dramas,"* as he 
calls tbm, aire thus described. ^^ The Ihear 
trical CGQ^maimn^iits consisted of great va- 
riety, both tragical a^d cooujoal; several 

^ BeU'3 Tr«v«Is fitMp St Peter8bi»|^,p. 3ia 
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(fisdnct pieces Were acted m suecesaott^thoi^ 
willioat any appareai coBnexian with one 
anodier. Some of them were histmeal, and 
other* of pure fancy, partly in recUativo^ 
partly in i^nging, axkd partly in plain spesk- 
itigf without any accompaniment of mfitru- 
mental musdc, but aboimding in battles, 
murders, and most of the umai incidents of 
the drama. Last of all, was the gtandpan- 
tomune, whidi, from the apf^obation it met 
with, is, I presume, considered a first rate 
eSknt of inyention and iii^emuty. It seemed 
to me^ as &r as I coidd comprehend it, to^ 
represent the marriage of the Oee^^and the 
Earth. The latt^ ^hibited her various 
rkhes and proditcdc^uj, dragons and, ele- 
phaals and tygtm and ei^es and ostri^es, 
odo and pinefs, and other trees of diSer^it 
kads; The oceaa was not behind hand, 
botpourpd forlji on the stage the wealth o£ 
hia ddaanuons^ under the figjtir^ of whales 



d by Google 



XXIV A BRIEF VIEW OF 

and dalphins, porpesses and leviathans, and 
other sea-monsters, besides ships, rocks, 
shells, spunges, and corals, all performed by 
concealed actors, who were quite perfect in 
their parts, and performed their characters 
to admiration^ These two marine and land 
raiments, after separately parading in a cir- 
cular procesaon for a considerable time, at 
last joined together, and, forming one body, 
came to the front of the stage, when, after a 
few evolutions, they opened to the right and 
left, to give room for the whale, who seemed 
to be the commanding officer, to waddle for- 
ward ; and who, taking his station exactly 
opposite to the Emperor^s box, spouted out 
of his mouth into the jnt, several tons of 
water, which quickly disappeared through 
the perforations of the floor. This ejaculap- 
tion was received with the highest applause, 
and two or three of the great men at my 
dbow. desired me to take particular notice of 
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it ; repeating, at the same time ^ hao ! hung 
Aoo/— charming, delightful f* 

Mr. Barrow, in describing the amusements 
^ven to the Dutch ambassadors in 17^5, 
&om the journal of a gentleman in thdr 
suite, speaks of posture making, rope-dandng, 
" and a sort of pantomimic performance, the 
principal characters of which were men 
dressed in skins, and going on all fours, in- 
tended to represent wild beasts ; and a par- 
cel of boys, habited in the dresses of manda- 
rins, who were to hunt them."-!- And again, 
after the whole court had been terribly fright- 
ened by an ecUpse of the moon, an entertain- 
ment was given to the ambassadors, during 
which ^^ a pantomime, intended to be an ex- 
hibition of the battle of the dragon and the 
moon, was represented before the full court. 

* Life of the Earl of Macartney, Vol. 9. 
t Bmtow's Tmrds in China, p. tltf. 
t Ibid. Sie. 
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I In dik eBgBLgmkaatj two or three hundred 
i priests, bearii^ kmtems suqiended at the 
1 jcnds of kmg sticks^ performed a rmAj of 
I evf^tions, daociDg and capering abouu 
> scmietimes over the fdain, and then aver 
chairs and tables^ aSording to his Impeviid 
' Majesty, and to lua courtiers, the greatest 
\ pkasiure and satisfaction.^ De Guigneaalso^ 
who acoompanied the» ambassadoiw, da^ 
serS)es this scene as a very^ puetik and hidi^ 
croufl represeatatbn. ^^ A number of Chi* 
neee,^ he says, ^^ placed at the distance of 
six foet fiom one anodier, now entered, beaiv 
11^ two long dragons of silk or pi^ev, 
painted Uue^ with while sealesy and stidEed 
with lighted lamps* These twa dragoa% 
affBf aaltt^g the Empeem* witkdme vespsnt, 
moved up and down with gEeat ceBq)08ure; 
when the moon suddenly made her appear- 
ance, upon which they b^pn ta run after 
her. The moon, however, feerksdy placed 
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herself between tbem, and the two dragoniy 
after surveymg bar £ar some time^ and con* 
cludti^, apparently, that she waa too large 
a morsel for them to swalkyw, judged it {hto- 
jfent to retire ; which they did with the same 
eeremony as they entered. The moon, dated 
widi bo: triumph, U»en withdrew with pro- 
digious grai^ty: a htde flushed, howev^, 
with the dbaae whidi she had surtaiaed^* 

It would seem, however, that meaaaess 
aad vulgarity are not the most ot^eetion- 
able charges to which the exhibitiona of the 
Chin^ie stage are obnoxious ; some of them 
h&og grossly^ tndeomt and obscene An 
inalaoce it mentioned by Mr« Banow, of a 
woman being omdemn&i. to be flayed alive, 
Ibr die murder of her husband; die i^fqaears 
on the sti^ 9f>t only naked, but oompletdy 
excoiriated: and he add% dial the Eunqpean 
gentleoMon «t Canton, aire aoBBMtnnei so 

• VogFage a Fekii. Yolk 1, p. 421. 
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disgusted with the filthy and obscene exhiln- 
tions, as to leave the theatre.* " The history 
of husbands deceived by their mistresses,*^ 
says M . de Guignes, <^ being frequently the 
subject of their comedies, there occur therein 
sometimes situations so free, and in which 
the actor exhibits so much truth, that the 
scene becomes extremely indecenf ' — and he 
1 mentions an instance of which he was an 
\ eye-witness, where the heroine of the piece 
f'^ devint grosse et accouoha sur le th^tre 
d'un enfant." The piece was called the 
SeeJtou FagodsLjj being the history o£ the 
destruction of the pagoda in ruins on that 
famous lake described by Mr. Barrow under 
the name of Lui^wng-ia^ the temple of the 
thundering winds. '* Several genii mounted 
upon serpents, and inarching along the mar- 
pn of the lake, opened the scene; a neigh- 
bouring bonze shortly after made love to one 

* Travels in China, p. 2tJ. 
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of these goddesses, who^ in spte of the re- 
monstrances of her sister, listened to th^ 
young man, married him, became pregnant, 
and was delivered of a child upon the stage, 
who very soon found itself in a condition to 
walk about Enraged at this scandalous 
adventure, the genii drove away the bonze, 
and finished by striking the pagoda with 
li^tning, and reducing it to the ruined con- 
dition in which it now appears."* 

As scenes like these are stated to have 
thrown the audience into raptures, M. de 
Guignes very naturally concludes the real 
character of the Chinese to be vicious. We- 
must not, however, judge too harshly on per- 1 
formances, which, for <^ licentious pleasan- 1 
tries," we could fairly match them several 
hundred years after those of the Chinese 
were written, Warton has observed, that 
^^ gross and open obscenities" enter into our 

• Voytge a Pekin, Vol. «, p. 3«4. 
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cM mysteries or s^gioas rqjvesefitations ; 
that in a play of the *< OW and New Testa^- 
m^it,'* Adam and Eve were both exMbited 
on the stage naked^ and a|q)eared in the 
subsequent scene with thrir fig-leaves ; and 
MakHie says, this kind of pimitive exhilntion 
was revived in the time rf James the First ; 
^< several persons fvppeaimg almost entirely 
naked, in a pastcn-al exhibited at Oxford be^ 
fore the King and Queen, and the ladies 
who attended her.^ 

Mr. Barrow has conjectured, that ihe low 

i and trifling amusements of the court, may 

have been introduced by the Tartars, as 

mc»*e congenial to their rude and unpolished 

^ manuers, while the songs and redtative of 

, the n^lar drama are more suited to thd 

g^iius and spirit of the ceremonious Chinese 

The two Mahomedans who visited China are 

alent on the subject ; and Marco Fob oi^ly 

observes, tibat at the Empaxir's feasts were 
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bnffiioiis, and {dayers on mosioal instnimentis 
^l posture^masters. At that time, however, 
a Tartar dynasty ako occupied die dmme. 

As &r as the mere spectacle is concerned, 
the several trave^jlers we have mentioned 
could not well be xnntaken. Some dednc* 
tioo, however, ought {»robaUy to be made, 
on account of their ignorance of the bn- 
guflge. The absurdities that strike the eye 
they are capaUe of describing, but the dia- 
logue of the regular drama, being utteriy 
iwintelli^Ue, ceases to create any interest 
What th^r merits and defects may tfaerefere 
be, Eun^^eans have hitherto possessed very 
slender means c( forming a sound judg-^ 
ment A garbled translation of a nn^ 
drama by Pere Premare, a "Jesuit, is the 
s(di|ary specimen of this kind of composi- 
tion in any Europ^m language, before that 
whidi is now offered to the public. It is 
called the Orphan of Cbao, and forms one 
of a collection of one hundred plays, written 
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under the dynasty of Yuen,* in the four- 

s teenth century. Voltaire, who adapted the 

t subject to the French sti^, considers it as 

\ a valuable monument of Chinese ht^rature 

9t that early period, barbarous as it is when 

c(Hnpared with the dramatic art in Europe, 

but far superior to any thing that Eurc^ 

could boast at the time it was written. He 

r ; considers it at least equal to the English and 

. {Spanish tragedies of the seventeenth cen- 

; tury ; and observes that, ^^ like the monstrous 

: farces of Shakespeare, and oCLapez de Vega, 

4 which have been called tragedies, the action 

\ of the Chinese piece continues five and twenty 

' years." — " Monstrous," however, as they 

may be, few Englishmen would give up the 

wcacst ^^ farce" of Shakespeare, for the heavy 

monotony and blustmng declamation of the 

best " tragedy" of Voltaire. He admits that 

^^ the Orphan of Chao," notwithstanding the 

* This dynasty commenced iu 1260, and ceased in- 
1333. 



d by Google 



tBi CfilNBiB DKAMA4 XXXlti 



*mpobekS&ty of thf oc^itences, bas 
dkbg in it wfaicli interesti us; and that, in 
tfit^atthe innumeniUe atowA of ev^ts, thay 
are all exbilnted in the most ckaf and ^tistinct 
iaanner — but these he oonsiders as its only 
beauties ; unity of time and action^ BeBli-< 
inent, character, eloquaice, pas^oo, all, he 
says, are wanting* Some of them, it is tru^, 
are wanting in Premare^ translfition, becauie 
he has omitted most of ibe ipoeUji or tboie 
parts which have been compared with tbe 
Greek chorus, and in. which sentiment^ elo^ 
quence, passion, are all expressed ; that-isrlip 
say, he has lefit out the very best parta.of 
the play. Our countrymap^ Dr. Hurd^ in bis 
*^ Discourse on Poetical Imitation^^ formed a 
very different opinion i)f this tragedy from that 
q£ Voltaire. He conceived that it embraces 
the two essentials of dramatic poetry, unil^ 
and integrity of action — ^and a dose comMtc- 
tion of the incidents of the story ; fw, firsts he 
. d " ' , 
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* observes " the Actkm i» strictly one ; the de- 
struction of the House of Chao is the angle 
event on which oiir attention tiuns from the 
beginning; we see it gradually prepared and 
brought on ; and with its completion the tra- 
gedy finishes. Secondly, the action proceeds 
i?rith as much rapidity as Aristotle himself de- 
'mahds"— and having noticed its resemblance 
' m many points to the Electraof Sophocles-*- 
*'** let me add,'' says he, " an intermixture of 
songs in passionate parts, heightened into 
' sublime poetry, and somewhat resembling the 
character of the andent chorus." Had Pre- 
mare translated more of these lyrics, he would 
probably have found the resemblance still 
more complete. 

The comedy of an " Heir in his Old Age,*" 
' is the simple representation of a Btory in do- 
mestic life -a plain " unvarnished tale,'' in 
wliich Chinese manners and Chinese feelings 
are feuthftilly delineated and expressed, in*a 
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liatural manner, and in iq^propriate language. 
Two things, however, must be borne in mind 
by the Eiuropean reader, to enable him to 
enter fully into the spirit of this play — ^first, 
that filial piety is, among the Chinese, the 
first of virtues, and the lack of it, one of the 
worst of crimes ; that it is the grand hasas 
cm which all the religious, moral, and civil 
institutions of the empire are founded ; thai; 
tjbe greatest misfortune in life is the want of 
a son to honour and console his aged parents, 
and to visit annually their tombs when 
fdead — and, secondly, that to afford every 
means of procuring a son, a man may take 
infericH* wives or concubines, who. are gene- 
,rally purchased from poor relations ; such 
wives having no rights of their own, and their 
children being considered as the children of 
the first or legitimate wife, who call her by the 
name of mother, and are entitled to the same 
rights and privileges as her own children. 
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The dramatis personte of this play are 
made up entirely of ^e members of a family 
in the noddling "dies cf sbdety, Consisting of 
hxi 61d man— 4n8 wife-^-his second or itaferiot 
wife— his" nephew — ^his son-ini-Iaw'— and ht^ 
slaughter. ' The oFd man, having amassed 
con^derable wealtb by trade, and ha^^ingno 
son to console hibt' in his oM age, and^tb 
perform t^e obsequies at his tomb, had taken 
n; second infe, whose pregnancy is announced 
lii the opening of the pky. In d-der to 
propitiate heaven to favoiur him with a-sbn 
in his old age, he m&kes a sacrifice of df thfe 
sm411 debts due to him, by burning the tl&- 
euments, which at the same time serves'^ 
'^et some scruples of conscience as to iAe 
tedde in which part of his money hadHbdsii 
'Acquired: He then divides Im property ^M- 
^ihrcen his wife and hb married dauglflj^, 
'glvihg io his nephew, (a deceased brotlieFs 
, sen)^ a hundred i^ces of sihr^^^ind'senfing 
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him away tolseek hia fortuneyihe wife^owiog 
to an di^ quarrdwith his deceased mpth^ 
leading him a most i^nhappy life at hoi^fi. 
Thcr 0I4 gentlen^ian then sets oi^t for hid 
jeftate in the country^ rccommendii^ hy 
jNoeigpant vife to )th^ huipape. treiutmefit oi 
Jm&mljf and in the hopeof recdTing firom 
them Bpeedj aongratiilalymii oii the birth.of 

JHe is no sooner dq>ar^ however^ ^hfff^ 
th0 son-in-law cannot cpi^ceal fipm the daug^ 
ter his disappcmptment at the ^pr^gptjmy of .thf 
oildinan^s second wi^ as, if she Inripgs fbut^ 
a^gprl^ he w^l lose half the family jm^per^ 
f0d.if.a.i$oii,.the>Fhole.. Hiawi&spot^ 
tmhy ^Jmtbm eaaUj.sbe oMybegot^^ 
i^ and the old man pe^^$mded that ,fhe 1^ 
sndd^yjdis^p|)ea]:^ ;/andjhfxrt^ f%r j^ 
the soiHn^jandildl^ a»(£ei)^|e^J^Jx^£lr 
fet that she has actuafly contrived to put her 
lodeat]i4 In the mean lime, the old man waits 
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the result in great anxiety; his family appear 
in succession to console him for the loss of 
his second wife, which he is reluctantly 
brought to believe. In the bitterness of his 
disappointment, he bursts into tears, and ex- 
presses strong suspicions of some foul play, 
He attributes his mi^ortunes to his former 
thirst of gsun, resolves to fast for seven days, 
and to bestow alms publicly at a neighbour- 
ing temple, in the hope that the objects of his 
charity may treat him as a father. Amtrng 
the beggars at the temple, his nephew ap- 
pears, in the most hopeless state of poverty; 
being reduced to take up his lodging under 
the furnace of a pottery ; he is insulted by 
the son-in-law, and rqiroadied by the old , 
ivife; but his unde, moved with compas- 
wm, contrives to give bim ^ little money, 
and eaniestly advises him to be punctual in 
vidtmg iSbe tombs of his faimly at -the ap 
proaching spring, assuring him that a du« 
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attention to filial piety must ultimately lead 
to -wealth. The nephew accordingly appear* 
at the tombs, performs the riglits of oblation, 
^ far as his poverty will admit, and invokes 
the shades of his ancestors to commiserate 
his distress, and to grant him their protec- 
jtion. He no sooner departs than the unqle 
aod aunt appear, and express their indigna- 
tion that their own daughter and son-in-l^w 
have neglected their duty, in not being there 
with the customary offerings ; they observe 
that, from the earth being turned up, and 
paper burnt, that some needy person nciust 
have been there, and conclude it to be tb^ir 
nephew. The scene of the tombs, aii4 0^^ 
Reflections to whidi it gives ^ise in the old 
man^s mind, have considerable interest j^ he 
reasons with his wife, convinces her that the 
nephew is more worthy, as well as nearer in 
bloody than the son-in-law ; she relents, and 
expresses a wish to^ make him reparation ; 
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lie appears, a condliataon takes plaoe^ tad 1^ 
is again reGeired into the family* Soon after 
di£3) the son-in-law and daughter appear^ 
with a great noise, and a processbn of vil* 
lage officers, to p^orm the ceremonie«^; 
but are received by th^ parents with Intter 
ir^roaches for their tardy piety and ingrati^ 
t&de, and ordered never to enter thrir docm 
again. On the dd man^s Urth-day , howev^]; . 
they send to ask pelrmission to pay iheit *re-^ 
spects, when, to the utter astoni^bment and 
ttnbounded joy of the old inan^ his dau^tet 
presents him with his second wife and^ h6t 
son, now about three years of age, both tf 
whom, it appears, bad been secreted by thct 
daughter, and supported, cut of affectiiHi 
far her fisher, and unknown to the htisbiuid^ 
wha had mipposed thent to have been other* 
^rise ^posed of. The daughter^ is sepa- 
rated from her husband, and taken back 
mto bar family ; anewanaiigementiaiBade 
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Ibr iht ^EfiipoBal of die old manV property 
the Sm^ixar to bave a tlM, the nepliew t^ 
^kI, and the little ioti a third ; and the^ 
fABoe oondadeB with expressdofts of joy and 
gnttitude for the old gentleii^aii hacving been 
btlBssed^nth^^anheiriBlusc^age.^ . 
' ^kich is the brief outline of the fable; th^^ 
n£^ and int^rity '<^ action mid derign are 
i0ie% adhered to, and^all die incidentsai^ 
dbtfely connected with the eto^, whlditidM 
iitHtetjronthe mi^^ arinng oulofthe W«it 
of an heir to perf<»*m die duties which fflid 
piety demand, bodi to the Jiving and the dead. 
The time employed' in the course (^ the pieoe 
ii^tlBree years, but the events fcShW each othe* 
itf 4io natural a nnom^, and with such lumw 
t^rropted nq^cttfy, that the time ekpsed 
would not be perceived hat for the age of 
tfiecMld brou^ forwalfd in^^th^^ codduimg 
act The several scenes and acts are as 
properly cBvided as those of an Europc^m 
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draona; the sentiments ^kre natui^lly'ex- 
i»*essed, often tender and afifectiHg, and* 
always friendly to virtue. The transtatDr 
observes, that a few passages whidi wei'e 
grossly indecent, have been omitted in' the 
translation ; the Chinese, with all th^ir pc^; 
lit€^ess, are coarse in their expressionif ; and 
we have seen that, from a too close adhereilce^ 
to nature and to facts, the sc^c representa- 
tions are often exceedingly gross axkd inde« 
Hcate. ^< lis mettent,^ says De Guignes, 
*^ trop de la verity dans le scene.'' 

The lyrical compositions, whidi prevail 
more in tragedy than in comedy, certainly 
bear a strong resemUance to the chorus o£ 
the old Greek tragedy ; like the* chorus too, 
they are sung with an accompaniment of 
music. The translator seems to thinly that 
these passages are chiefly intended to gratify 
the ear, and that sense is very often sacrifice^ 
to sound; even if this were the case, examples 
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of the same kind might be pioduced nearer, 
hcmie* Perhaps, however, their obscurity 
may be owing to the nature of the writteni 
language, in which associations of ideas are 
presented rather to the eye, or to the recol- 
lection, than to the ear, by a comlnnation of 
mgDB or symbols, on the choice of whioh the 
force of the. ^pression must depend. Mr. 
Morrison observes, that *^ without extensive 
knowledge of their ancient poetiy, and. the 
customs and mamiers of the country, it is 
very difficult to understand their poetical 
compositions. The very point and beauty 
of the piece often depends on some slight 
allusbn, which a foreigner does not percei^ ; 
added to which, the style is peculiarly con- 
pise, and unusual words are introduced.'"* 
. The opening or prologue of a Chinese 
drama, in which the principal p^rscmages 
ccmie forward to declare the characters of 
the jnece, and to let the audience^into. the 
* Morrnon's Chiaese Orwmamr, p« 975. 
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agoment cr flticfy oil irfudi the actxMinto 
t^niy bean a strong 'Tewmblanoe to the pro*- 
lollies of the Gnekixaxae^ and pavticulwljr 

tMhoaeof Euripidesir > 

^.In^ooaiedy tfie ,dkdog«e v carried on ia 
Aaoonunoii, ooBoqiiial laBguageybutinthe 
hii^btop ovder of 'UitoKieal and tzagiedl ph^i$ 
dM. tone' of voice is'^de^pQirt^fd- considenfafy 
almre its . natural: ptedv and ooBtinued 
ilttoug^Kntt in ^ kmdiof whaling m^motonjc^ 
hai^ii^ scnne reiBemUane&to^ but wanting^ 
Modttlitiops aiid^cfid«icc8 c^ the radtatiye 
i|i 4be^ Itafian opein ; -as in- this too, the «eDtl- 
■l^ts of grief, joy, Jofve^hatied, Fevenge,.&e; 
ai«j m the Cbimem* dmnias, usually thimro 
i«t6 lyric poetry, and sung in>6oftor boistev- 
ons airs, according to the sentim^it expressed, 
aad the tttuation <^ the actor; ibey are 
ali^ wscompanied with loud munc, the p^^ 
fonners bmg-^aced obf the 'back ^pert of 
the stage. 
Wliaterer nuy be the merits aiid the 
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defects of the Chinese drama, it is unquestion- 
ably thdr own invention. The only nation 
ftom whence they could have borrowed any 
thing, is that of Hindostan, from whence 
they imported the religion of Budh ; but as 
we know nothing of the Hindoo drama, ex- 
cept from the dngle spedmen of Sacontala, 
translated by Sir William Jones, in a man- 
ner, it is said, sufficiendy j^^ ; and as that 
drama differs more vfix>m the Chinese than 
the latter from the Greek, Roman, English, 
or Italian, there is not the slightest grounds 
for supposing that the one was borrowed 
from the other. There is, indeed, a cha- 
racteristic difference between them ; the one 
adhering stricdy to nature, and descrilnng 
human manners and human feelings; the 
•th^ soaring beyond nature, into the laby- 
rinth of an intricate and inexplicable my- 
thology. 
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1 HE Chinese Play, of which the fol- 
lowing is a translation, was selected 
: from an old collection, named Ytten'jin" 
.p^'tchung; from which the '* Orphan 
of Chao," translated into French in 
' Du Halde's compilation respecting 
China, was also taken. It is well 
Vnown, that on this last, Voltaire 
grounded one of his best tragedies, 
'' L^Orphelin de la Chine/' A con- 
. siderable portion of the plays of the 
^ Chinese consists of a sort of irregular 
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verse, which is sung or chaanted with 
music. This is often very obscure in 
its import; and, as (according to the 
Chinese themselves) the gratification of 
the ear is its main object, sense itself 
appears sometimes to be neglected for 
the sake of a pleasing sound. That 
portion of their plays, on the other 
hand, which is merely spoken, is in the 
language of common conversation, and 
IB in most tdses as intelligible, ai^ the 
6thet is sometiiiies obscure. In tlie 
fbllbwiiig translation, the chief wish of 
its author has been to render both into 
English in sucli a manner as would best 
convey the spirit of the original, withoiit 
departing far frona its literal meaning* 
He cannot flatter himself that he has 
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ia every individual instance realised this 
wish, but thinks that he can safely 
answer for its general accuracy. Where 
doubtful passages occurred, the opinion 
of two or more natives was asked, and 
that sense adopted, which appeared to 
be most consistent with the idiom of 
the language, and with the scope of the 
original. 

A few passages, and they are but 
few, which were either grossly indecent, 
or insufferably tedious, have been pur- 
posely omitted in the translation. 

Ccmim, 1816. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

Lew-tsuDg-sheu, the Old Man. 
Le-she, his Wife. 
Seaou-mei, his second Wife. 
Yin-chang, his Daughter; Wife to 

Chang-'lang. 
Cbang-lang, his Son-in'tatv. 
Yin-sun, his Nephew. 

Servants^ Sfc. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



LAOU-SENG-URH, ^c. 



SIE-TSZE, OR OPENING. 



SCENE —7%e Old Man's House. 

Enter Lew-tsung-sheu, his Wife, 
Chang-lano, and Yin-sun. 

Lew-tsung-sheu [comes /envard and 
speaks.^ 

1 AM a man of Tung-ping*foo ; my 
surname is Lew, my name Tsung-sheu. 
I am sixty years of age, and Le-she, my 
wife, fifty-eight. My daughter, Yin- 
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changes age is twenty-seven, and that 
of her husband, Chang-lang, thirty. I 
once had a brother, named Lew-tsung- 
taou, whose only son was in his infancy 
called Yin-sun. [^Hesighs.l This child 
has a most unhappy destiny! — my 
brother died very early, and left a 
widow. As she and my wife could not 
agree together, my sister-in-law wished, 
with h0jr sqn, to sp^p^ the dftys of 
mourning in her own family. Thus she 
might, in the first place, depend on her 
parents for support ; and secondly, by 
the labour of her hands, to procure 
something towards her son's education. 
-T-Soon afterwards, this sister-in-law 
suddenly 4ied, and left her son destitute. 
His relations, upon this, said to him, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3 

*' What are you doing here, child? 
'^ have you not an uncle at Tung-ping- 
*^ foo, well knowja tp every one ? Why 
" do you not go to him ?" They gave 
the youth some money fiir the journey. 
H^ came, to Tung-ping-foo to seek me, 
bringing his mother's bones with him ; 
and I had jthem deposited with those iof 
my brother. This young man is now 
twenty-five — ^Alas ! that wife, of mine 
still remembers her quarrel with his 
mother ; for every slight occasion, she 
abuses him ; and frequently causes him 
to be beaten. She cannot bear even the 
sight of my nephew ! 

Wife, [coming forafard.'] What say 
yonl — I cannot bear the sight of your 
nephew? 
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Lew. Ah! don't raise a disturbance! 
— It was only my way of talking : — 
don't let the people in the street laugh 
at us ! — [to the Nephew.'] Yin-sun, you 
have sense enough to perceive, and it 
is needless for me to prove, that you 
cannot live here ! On ray estate there 
are two thatched cottages; you may 
have one cleared out for yourself^ and 
get a livelihood by giving instructions 
to the village children. — 

Wife. I wish to retain those cottages, 
for the purpose of keeping my asses in 
them ; so don't you meddle with my 
concerns. 

Lew. What do you want with as3es? 

Wife. Want? — I want them for cul- 
tivating my ground^ for grinding and 
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winnowing my corn, for carrying pro- 
visions, and also for my own riding. 
How, then, can I do without them?™ 
But you may give that fellow one of the 
cottages. 

Lew. Well, then, one will do. — 
Chang-lang, do you count out two 
hundred ounces of silver, and give them 
to Yin-sun. 

Chang. Very well. 

Wife. What; do we owe him this 
money ?— He shall not have two hundred 
ounces; I will allow him only one 
hundred. 

Lew. You must be obeyed; — one 
hundred will do then ! 

Chang. So, he is to have one hun- 
dred ounces of silver, [aside.'] As he 
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is no calculator^ I will just keep twenty 
for myself. Poor Yift-sun ! you will 
come to nothing in this World :^-wben 
I have givieri you this money you will 
soon squander it away. 

[Aside. Gives the money. 

Lew* Now you have got this money, 
be careful x)f it, Yin-sun, and contrive 
some plan for your livelihood. 

Yin. Thanks to you all, my relations. 

YiN-suN, solus. 
My uncle would have given me two 
hundred ounces, but that aunt of mine 
prevented him, and' I have got onlyx)ne 
hundred. Chang-lang was desired to 
count them for me ; but I have known 
him to be given to nipping off earners 
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for himself^ — so I will count them 
again. Sixty ounces— seventy ouriees 
—eighty ounces ;— ^here are only eighty 
ounces!— I wfll folloVe instantly/ aiad 
inform my uncle. ^ 

Yin- SUN, Lew-tsung-sheu, Wife, 
Chang-lang. 

Wife. How, then?— Do you dare to 
reject the money ? Well, if you do not 
want it/return it to me. • / 

Yin- I wish to ask my uncle how 
much money he ordered to be given to 

me. 

Ijew. I ordered- you one hundred 

ounces. 

Yin. And I have got only eighty. 
Lew. Chang-lang, you were directed 



d by Google 



8 

to give Yin-sun one hundred ounces ; 
how happens it that you gave (lim only 
eighty?— Have you appropriated the 
other twenty to yourself? 

Chang. Father, I gave him one hun- 
dred ounces. 

Yin. Here is the money; do you 
count it. 

Chang. Give it to me, and I will 
count it. — Seventy ounces — eighty 
ounces. — [shakes the rest from his 
sleeveJ] — ^Is not the money here? — ^You 
made a mistake of twenty ounces ! 

Kn. It is you, Chang-lang, who have 
made the mistake ; you have just shaken 
them from your sleeve. But, I now 
leave your doors ; and, though I should 
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be dying of cold and hunger, will never 
enter them again. [^Ekcit 

Yin-sun solus. 
My uncle, for the sake of my father, 
is willing to pay me some regard ; but 
my aunt favours her son-in-law, Chang- 
lang. He who is so well off is sur- 
named Chang, and is of another family ; 
while I, who am so persecuted, am 
sumamed Lew, and belong to the same. 
— ^Alas ! Yin-sun, why dost thou inveigh 
against others, while thou shouldst be 
lamenting thy own unlucky destiny? 

* Supinely gazing, now I vent my sighs, 

* Now, bending down, in tears my sorrow flows ; 

* The wealthy alien claims connubial ties, 

' The needy kinsman no relation knows ! ' 

Exit 
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LEW-TSUNa-SHEU, 8olu8. 

So! Yinsun is gone! T intended to 
divide my property equally between my 
daughter, and my nephew ; considering 
in my own mind, that when once a man 
has attained the age of eight times 
eight, or sixty-four years, and a woman 
that of seven times seven, or forty-nine, 
they are not likely to have any more 
children; and I have only four years 
to reach that period. But Seaou-mei 
is now pregnant, but whether of a girl 
or a boy I know not. — ^I am fearful that 
the rest of my family, looking only to 
my property, may change their dispo- 
sition towards her; and I shall, now, 
therefore^ speak out my mind to them. 
— ^Chang-lang ! 
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Lew-^tsung-sheu, Wife, Daughter, 
Chanq-lang, Seaou-mei. 

Wife. Now that your nephew is gone, 
you begin to think about your son-in- 
law. 

Lew^ Do you know what I am about 
to say to him ? 

Wife. Not I ; what is it that you 
wish to say ? . \ . .^ 

' Lew. Changlang, you have now been 
my son-in-law these ten years. My 
wife and I have become old without 
hating a son. How then eould yoii 
bear to leave us alone? Fi^om this day 
forward take up your abode with us. 

Wife. Children, you owe your 
thanks to your father. 

Lew. You see, wife, they are very 
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well satisfied. — Chang-lang, bring tne 
the account*book, which contains all 
the money di/e to me, that I may see 
what the sum-total amounts to. 

Chang. Here is the book, sir. 

Lew. Seaou-mei, bring me a lighted 
lamp. 

Seaou. Here is the lamp. 

Letv. [putting the papers into the 
flame.'] Thus I burn and destroy the 
whole. [Chang^lang endeavours to 
snatch the papers.] So, are you not 
afraid of burning your fingers? — 
What would the fellow do with the 
papers? 

Wife. When I remember that your 
trading schemes in your younger days 
took you to the farthest extremes of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13 

north and south ; that you travelled the 
canals in boats, and rode over the 
country on horseback ; that you crossed 
rivers, and even the sea; and having 
lent out some of your money, obtained 
bonds for its security ; — how is it that 
you now make so little account of the 
same, as to destroy the whole in a 
blaze? 

Lew. Where was the necessity of 
calculating upon such small sums; 
don't you consider that I am worth one 
hundred thousand ounces ? 

Wife. Yes ; and more. — 

Lew. 1 mean now to take my money^ 
and to divide it equally, giving one half 
to you, my children; and the other 
half I shall deliver, wife^ to you. 



d by Google 



14 

Wife. Children, return thanks to your 
lather. 

Chang. Father, receive our thanks. 

LetQ. They are very well pleased yon 
see. .Wife, take good care of one-half 
of. the money. — -Every one in Tung- 
ping-foo says of me,^^ that old fellow is 
^^ rich to no purpose ; he cannot part 
" with any thing ; he's a miserly slave." 
— I am now determined to make use 
pf my money, and to pass a few jovial 
years with my friends. 

Wife. You are very right, husband ; 
you are very right. 

Lew^ I will spend a few days at my 
country house. . 

Wife. I shall give directions to pre- 
pare a tK)rse for you. — ^When you are 
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gone, you n^ed not concern yourself 
about the family affairs; as lam here, 
you may set your heart at rest on that 
score. 

Lew. 1 have a word to say to you, 
wife ; may I venti^re to. say it? 

Wtf^. Whatever you have to say, 
speak on. .. 

Lj^to. Then I shall anxipusly expect 
to receive, a letter of congratulation 
from you. — What may (Seaou«.mei be 
compared to ? — ^When I borrow a vessel 
from a neighbour, in order to procure 
wine at home, I \yait only till the wine 
is obtained, an(} then return the vessel 
to its owner. Seaou-mei is now preg- 
qant. Whether she produces a boy or 
a girl, the same will be your property. 
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—You may then hire out her services^ 
or sell her^ as it best pleases you : the 
matter rests entirely with you. 

Wife. You say very right, husband. 

Lew. Wife ! 

Wife. What have you to say ? 

Lew. That girl, Seaou-mei, has some- 
times been very troublesome to you, 
and I am afraid that she will continue 
to vex you. For my sake, however, when 
she deserves to be chastised, do you 
be satisfied with merely scolding her. 

Wife. It is unnecessary for you to 
instruct me : I know my duty. 

Lew. I wish to tell you, with regard 
to Seaou-mei, that if she offends you, 
and deserves a scolding, you may scold 
her as much as you please. 
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Wf4. Yo» may' be afc J^^t ; I telf 
you I know what to do. 

Lew. Wife! 

Wife. Wdir sttmfetKitag'ttibfe^bout 
Seaou-mei? 

li^. Wen; wdh tfirttfiifeifoilgh'! 

Wijb: WhUtwW^yodr aibfiV^iii tak- 
ing the memoraDduiJisr of wflAf pedjJfe 
owed to you, Md« burning theAi attf 

Leiif. A!h, you d6ii*t know ; I had a 
motive indeed ! [sings. 

' Dto^st «0ku>e why, by this rash baiid, 

* A treasure to the flames was given ? 

* Why, but t' avert, ere yet too late, 

* *l*fe< venge^tttJ* of offcftaeff Heaven ! 

« Fttff sixty y'ears, by^variotis'artSj 

* Ectt wealth I've toil'd, without an heir; 

* Wlio knows but Heaven may now relent, 

* And listen to a suppliant's prayer ? ' 

C 
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Wife ! what may I be compared to ?— 

* See'st thou not yonder aged tree, 

* That flings its wither'd arms around? 

* Lo ! from its roots a sucker breaks 

' Its passage through the yielding ground.' 

But this Seaou-mei^ — do you think, 
wife, you can treat her kindly? — What 
does she resemble? 

* See*st thou not yonder bending flower, 

' Whose roots the cooling waters lave ? 
' Ah ! see, it bows its head to meet 

* The freshness of the limpid wave ! ' 

Take care, wife, you do not apply 

boiling water to it ! 

.Wife. I know, I know! — Son, do 
you attend your father to the cottage. 
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ACT I. 

SCENE.— !Z%e Old Man's House. 
Enter Daughter and Chanq-lanq. 

Chang, [aside^ — Misfortune has 
reached me ere my happiness wds 
complete ! — ^Why did I become the son- 
in-law of Lew-tsung-sheu? — It was 
entirely on account of the old fellow's 
great wealth, and his having no heir, 
that I allied myself to his family. — His 
money was my grand object ! — I never 
thought that Seaou-mei would become 
pregnant^ as she is. — If it proves to be 
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a daughter, I have been considering 
that I must give up half the fortune ; 
and if a son, tbe whole. — I shall thus 
have made an empty bargain ! 

Dough. Cfaangi-lltng, how i& it that 
your brows have lately assumed so 
mysterious a cast?* — 

Chang. If you do not know, I will 
tell you honestly, that my onljr reason 
for becoming your father's son-in-law 
was, because he had no son ; and there- 
fore, his whole fortune must afterwards 
become mine. — As Seaou-mei is now 
pregnant, I must part with either a half^ 
or the whole of it, according as she 
produces a girl or a boy. — ^This is the 
cause of my trouble. 

Daugh. I have long had the same 



21 

idea with ^^rself : — kow <lo yoit Uiink 
I hav^ contHved about SeaouHuei? 

Chang. ^ Surely you are soBitet^iig 
more than wife to me ! — ^what said JWi? 

Dcmgh. I will first tell my mother 
that Seaott-fioei, under pretence i^geiug 
out to boy something, has disapj^earbd 
altdgether. 

Ckfcmg. An excellent device t 

Daugh. I will tell her &o in your 
presenee-^^-^i^-Mother ! 

JEJnte*- Wife. 

Wtfe. What do you want with rae, 
child? 
Daugh. Mother, Seaou-mei, went 

* liklUly, " You are not my wife> tt«t foAy 
mother." 
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out this morning under pretence of 
buying something, and has disappeared 
altogether. 

Wife. Alas, no more ! —My old man, 
having some hopes of an heir at his 
great age, is happy beyond measure, 
and waits at his cottage for a letter of 
congratulation !— How has this unlucky 
business happened? surely you two have 
brought it about ! 

Daugh. If Seaou-mei has taken her- 
self off early this morning, what affiiir 
isit of ours? 

Wife. If she is really gone ;— bring 
a carriage, there!— do you two go with 
me straight to the cottage, to inform my 
husband. [Exeunt. 
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SCENE.— 7%^ Cottage. 

Lew-tsung-sheu^ Hing-urh, a Servant. 

' Lew. Ever since my arrival here, I 
have been anxiously expecting a letter 
of congratulation from home. — I have 
been reflecting that no being on earth 
can transgress the duties of his station, 
without meeting with an ample retri- 
bution, at least in his old age. If so, 
what have I to expect, who in my 
younger days, while engaged in trade, 
rose early and slept late, bore every 
anxiety, and knew not that I was deceiv- 
ing myself, while I studied how to 
deceive and injure others. — *" I made 

^ The parts which in the original are sung in 
a sort of redtative, are in the translation marked 
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use of what I had in seeking for more ; 
and got on in every way, both at home 
and dsroad. The money caeae in aibaa- 
jd^tjy. — I now f€?ar thftt I cai^not ^Ijake 
fiff the consequences of the injuries, 
yf})ftc\ I inflicted onx)tbers." — — IJing- 
fivkp lyhen you we^t into the town 
yejsiterday^ wjbat did yoij be^ rny friends 
j^^pfoje? 

S^ng. Sir, I went to biiy oil ; and 
^rd somue ojcj gefltleoien say, that if 
you should hg.ve a dawghter, well ; but 
^f a son, they will treat ypw lijce a hojrsp 
until tjiey mjajce you give a feast. 

p;ff witlj inverted coipmas. It ^ observable th^t 
Lew-tsung-sheu is the only person who sings 
tjiroqghout. It is in all cases CQnfine4 to the 
principal per^ns. ^rans* 
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Lew. Door't deceive «ae, Hing^-uili I 
Hing. Sir, I dare not dece&i/se you. 
Lew. Ail! those genUemen say 'Boore 
than they intend to do. — '* If you give 
aae a mm^ fieaou-mei, I will gladly re- 
turn thanks to Heaven with the offering 
of fresh flowers ! I will invite my neigh- 
bours ; and kill my pigs and sheep. — 
Let them do as they promise, for if 
they do not abuse me, I shall not be 
without a son. What though I should 
even have a son deformed, for still he 
will be the gift of Heaven ! "—It grows 
now so long that I fear something unfor- 
tunate has happened. — ^* What signifies 
whether the hour of his birth was lucky 
or otherwise ; for if I can only rock him 
in his cradle, I shall retire to my grave, 



d by Google 



26 

and become a ghost with readiness !"-«* 
Hing-urh ! 

Hing. Sir, for what purpose did you 
call? 

Lew. Do you look to the door, and 
see who has arrived. 

Enter [without] Wife, Daughter, and 
Chang-lang. 

Wife. We are arrived soon.— Hing- 
urh, tell your master that I am come. 

Hing. [going in] Sir, my lady, is at 
the door. 

Lew. Is my wife arrived ! Hing-urh, 
kill a sheep directly, — ■ Invite your 
lady in. 

Hing. My lady, you are requested to 
enter. 
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TVife. Children, do you stay at the 
door : I will go in first. — What can I 
say to him ? 

Lbw-tsung-sheu, Wife. 

Wife. Husband 9 in the quiet of this 
cottage your hearing has been undis- 
turbed. 

Lew. Welcome, welcome. — Have I 
a son ? 

Wife. Yes : you have a son indeed ! 

Leto. But what has Seaou-mei really 
produced ? 

Wife. I will tell you immediately ; 
— do'nt be too anxious. 

Lew. Then speak : — I am not 
anxious ! 

Wtfe. Since you came to this 
cottage, we all of us, in obedience to 
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jfmr *wi»kM troated Seaou*«i ti Witk the 
gresbert kindaefiBt* We Dettberchastwed 
her, nor scolded her. Thm momiB^ 
she arose early, and under pretence of 
going out to buy something, has gone 
off altogether! 

Letc. Gone ! — ^alas, you will kill me ! 
— ^This surely is only a story : — tell tne 
Ae trtith, and let me rejoice with you ! 

Wife. It is no story; but if you 
believe not me, your daughter too k at 
the door.— 

Lew. Is she also arrived? — ask her 
to come in. 

Hing. [(going out] My ydUtig lady, 
you are requested to enter. 

Daugh. Chang-lang, stay at th6 
door :— I will go in first 
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hfina. Weh)eiiie,dsmghlQr>wdTOiiMif 

nurse tkat brother^ ycmknow. 

Daugk. Father, wfaat broker > 

Jj^ir. That which Seaou-mei ha» 
just produoed :— 4!Mit after «Uv o£ what 
eoasequence is hef'-r^I ahall still be 
feado£]fou. 

Duugk. Seaout^Mei, without the least 
provoeation^ has^ ran' away with another 
man. 

Lew. Hun awa{ft!.-^I)a you both now 
tell the truth. What is^there to fear in: 
my knowing if^It is nil* 9 pltti eon- 
certed between you and) your motibet: 
She said ^^ Yin-change when you see 
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your father, say that Seaou-mei has run 
away. — ^If you say that he has a son, 
the good man is old, and it may be 
feared his joy will kill him." — ^This is 
all a plan concerted between you ! 

Wi^e. Seaou<*mei has indeed run 
away. 

Lew. And, do you venture to tell 
such a story, daughter ? — Of what 
consequence is Seaou-mei? — I shall 
still be fond of you and Chang-lang. 

Daugh. If you do not believe me, 
Chang-lang is at the door. 

Leto. Is my son-in-law also come? 
— Make haste and ask him to enter. 

Hing. [going out.'] Sir. you are re- 
quested to enter. 
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Lew-tsung-sheu, Wife, Daughter, and 
Chang-lang. 

Chang. Father, you have been very 
happy here ; it is well that you came ! 

Lew. Welcome, son ; welcome! — you 
must take care of your brother-in-law. 

Chang. What brother-in-law ? 

Lew* That which Seaou-mei has just 
produced. 

Chang. Seaou-mei ! — She has, with- 
out the least provocation on our part, 
run away with another man. 

Lew. Say not so ! — How ; gone ! 

Wife. If she is gone, she is gone. — 
Why should we deceive you ?— Of what 
consequence is the departure of this 
girl? 

Idew. What! are you an old mistress 
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of a family, and does this not put you 
to the blush r 

Wife. I have done nothing wrong; 
— whartf neetf I be ashamed of ?^ 

Idtfp, OfyourjeaTousy!— Whenyrti, 
awvman and a wife, know not yourdilty, 
how can my family respect y6ii; -^ 
Through^;he perverseness of your h«<rt, 
yoa, shevr alt fiemmr to your son-itf-4aw. 
— The whole of mypropertyis in yo(ut« 
hands and' engages all yom: attention 
without satisfying you, covetdus^ atfd 
greedy as you atef — Thrs'ltet Wowwfll 
be the death of me ! [teteps. 

W^. [Imghinff] M&sl wh«f&lly 
to grieve for one, wfer without the least 
provocatiou, madte off in such a shame- 
ful manner ! 

Lew: Hbw^ain have bfeen my ht)p^s ; 
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how empty my expectations, m looking 
fidrward to such happiness !-*-Can you 
thus speak of her without considering 
my age? — Chang-lang, go to the four 
gates of the city, apd set up a notice, 
that if any poor and distressed persons 
will c6me to-morrow at break of day 
to Kae-yuen temple, I will distribute 
money among them. — Be witness, 
Heaven, that I have at last repented ! 
— ^' In the acquisition of ray fortune, I 
transgressed my duty ; — now I have no 
son ; and my hopes of posterity are cut 
off !— What else but my avarice brought 
this evil upon me ? — Had I acted vir- 
tuously I had not met with this! '^—« 
Hasten, Chang-^laiig, to give out the 
notice. 

D 
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Chang. I ob^. 

Wtfe. So, you are going to squander 
your mcMiey in bestowing alms ;-^if 
you should , not do so, no one will 
observe it ; and if you do so, who will 
jRespect you the more % 

L^w. ^^ Know you not that those 
whcKm I relieve will offer incense to 
^e, and treat me as they do their 
Ancestors?" 

JVi^e. But, eveu if you should do all 
these good things>. recollect that you are 
old,, and have not long to Hve. When 
you are dead, who will remember ybu? 

Lew. ^^ Say you, that because I am 
in the evening of my days, it will be 
useless ! —When I am dead, inter my 
body on the brow of some unfrequented 
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hill ; and plant the & and the cypress 
thickly around.— Then if you fear, that 
posterity will not know it, write my 
history plainly on my tomb. — Those 
who happen to pass will look on it with 
sorrow, and exclaim, ^ This is he who 
distributed money at Kae-yuen tem- 
ple ! ' '' 

Wife. I believe you are right, hus- 
band : let us now return home. 

Lew. Aye, let us return. — " Sixty 
years have I lived here, during thirty 
of which I have been a rich man.-** 
What I now suffer is the consequence 
of my errors, and proceeds not from 
any fault in my destiny. — ^Wife, I will 
go and fast for seven days successively. 
This, together with my alms, may, 
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perhaps, wash away the misdeeds of 
half my life. I will no longer go hunt- 
ing for wealth, nor any longer engage 
in litigation." If I do these things, 
heaven will surely see them, and may 
perhaps yet reward me in my old age. 
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ACT II. 
SCENE.— 7161? Entrance of a Temple. 

CfiANa-LANa, solus. 

My father-in-law desired me to get 
some money ready, to distribute in this 
Kae-yuen temple; giving to the aged 
beggars, an ounce ; to the younger ones, 
half an ounce. It is all ready, and I 
must call the old people to distribute 
it : — here they come. 

, Enter LBW-TSUNa-sHEU, Wife, and 
Daughter. 
Lew. Chang-lang, do you take that 
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money you have provided, and when any 
beggars come, distribute it among them 
for me^ *^ It was wealth that led me 
to spend half of my life in disquietude. 
For ten whole years I rested neither 
night nor day ; and this was all for the 
sakeof money, which poured in uponme. 
— O wealth ! would that I could build 
some temple, where all might be sup- 
plied with thee ! — ^When I was young, 
I sometimes was ready to deprive 
others of it even by force ; nay, to make 
desperate use of the dagger, for the 
sake of incretfsiing my little fortune." 

Wife. It is for the sake of wealth, 
that we mortals leave our families 
and homes; that the &ther and son 
consent to live as for distant from 
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each other as the north is from the 
south. 

Lew. It was for wealth, that with 
killing pain, I left my parents; — that, 
with bitter anguish, I parted from my 
w&. 

Wife. It was for wealth that you 
went to Soo-chow, and Han-chow^ and 
Kwang-tong and Kwang-se ; and cared 
not if others died, provided that yourself 
succeeded ! — It was certainly not with 
ease that you aecUmulated your money, 

SCENE.— Tito Beggars and a Boy. 

\st Beg. Comrade, they are about to 
distribute money at Kae-yuen temple 
—Let us proceed thither to ask for 
some of it, aAd say that this son of 
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yours is a third person distinct from 
us. — ^When we have got a share for 
him, let us divide it, and buy some wine. 
[sees Chang-langJ] Sir, we crave your 
bounty. 

Chang. Does this boy belong to you 
two? 

Ist Beg. No, he has no concern with 
us. 

Chang. Then here's a half an ounce 
for him. 

1st Beg. [dividing the money.'] Com- 
rade let us divide this, and buy some 
wine with it. 

2d Beg. This boy is my son : what 
have you to do with dividing my pro- 
perty? You know that he is my son. 
1st Beg. Wretch! did we not agree 
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to divide it ? why should you have it all^ 
though you have a son ? [they quarreL 

Enter Lew-tsung-sheu. 

Lew. Chang -laug, what is the 
meaning of all this noise before the 
door? 

Chang. Sir, these beggars are quar- 
relling about the money you have given 
them. 

Lew. Beggars, son, are not the only 
p^sons who quarrel about money, for 
Uie rich sometimes do the same.-^I will 
speak to them myself. — Cease your 
contention there ! — ^^ When I am giving 
you money, do you quarrel and fight 
without any regard to my presence?" 

2d Beg. [to the other]^ Childless 
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wretch^ how dave ^ou practise such 
knavery? 

Chang. Beggar, keep silence ! 

Lew. \aside.'] '^ Those words have 
made my flesh tremble ! ^ Childless 
wretch, how dare you practise such 
knavery ! ' — Oh ! this certainly will be 
the end of me ; my heart feels as if it 
had been sprinkled with hot oil !^— Ah ! 
though he smiles, yet under that smile 
he conceals a dagger ! " 

\$t Beg. Sir, the father has begged a 
share of the moneys and the - son wants: 
another. 

Lew. ^^ So, the fathb hai^ beggcid a 
share, and the son wants another.— Do 
they not consider that what is ill oMained 
can profit thiem nothing V 
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2d Beg. My son- hius beea thus in- 
dulged from his infancy. 

Jjew. ^^ From his infancy you should 
have instructed him better^ instead of 
letting lum act thus ; for it is only when 
the parents are rich, that the children 
may be humoured." 

Boy. Father, are you hungry? 

2d Beg. Yes, I am hungry epough. 

Boy. Then go and efit somethings 
and come back again. 

2d Beg. You say well, cluid ; let us 
go and get something to eat. \JE0eunt. 

YiN-suN solus. 
Since my uncle's wife drove me from 
their house, I have spent the whole of 
the hundred ounces which they ^ave 
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me. I am now living among the ovens 
of an earthenware manu&ctory, and 
sleep upoQ the warm cinders. I have 
had a breakfast, but have nothing left 
for a supper ! —rThey say, that my 
uncle and aunt ar6 distributing money 
at this Kae-yuen temple. If they give 
their alms to all who may come, 
surely, they will not refuse their own 
nephew ! — But if I go, I am afr^tid of 
meeting with Chang-lang; who will 
certainly favour me with his scoffish 
sneers.— However, I must not mind 
that, now. — ^Well, here I am, at the 
doof of the temple, [seeing Chang-lang] 
— Ob Heaven, my bad luck! — There 
stands Chang-lang, at the door : — what 
is to be done? — I am almost ashamed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45 

to be seen by him; but there is no 
alternatite; so I had better speak to 
him. — Chang4ang ! 

Chang. Whence comes this smell <^ 
poverty; — who can it bel— rOh, it is 
Yin-sun! — ^What come you here for^ 
you poor wretch? 

Yin. It is very true, I am poor ; — 
but wherefore, ** this smell of poverty?** 
-'—Cousin, I am come to ask for a little 
relief. 

Chang. You are too late ; the money 
is all distributed ; there is none left for 
you ; so make haste, and be off. 

Lew. [coming oti/.] Who is at the 
door? 

Chang. It is Yin-sun, sir. 

Lew. What does he come for? 
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Chang, He comes to beg a little 
money. 

Wife. If he cornea to beg for moneys 
say, there is none for him. 

Lew. Wife, what resentmoDts can 
you harbour towards a beggar' ! 

Wife. If that wretch should see our 
money> he will want it all ; and we have 
nbi^e to spare for him. 

[putting up the money. 

Lew. Tell him to come forward.— 
Yin-sun, what brought you to this 
place? 

Yin. Hearing, sir, that: you were 
distributing money, your nephew came 
to borrow a little of it. 

Lew. Wife, I do not ask how much ; 
but only lend him a little. 
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Wife. Yia«;?iii^;ifyouwisbtobocrow 
rap^ey,. you must first ^ find <mt three 
persons ; one to be your security, one a 
witness, and the third a notary. Hnd 
thesis three perfions, and then FU lend 
you. the uion^y.; if not, III Lend. you 
nothing. 

Lew. Pish ! what do you want with all 
this formality for a relation of the family ? 
. . Wife. In case he should happen to 
die, pray, who will repay the money ? 

Chang. That's right, mother; you 
8ay very right ! ' 

Lew. Peace, you ugly fellow ! how 
does it concern you ? 

Wife. What, are you afraid we shall 
frighten yoqr worthy nephew out of his 
sei^ses. 
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Lew. [pointing to Changing] Wife y 
let me ask a question or two; — who 
is he? 

Wife. He is my son-in-law. 

Lew. And he? [pointing to Yin^sun.'] 

Wife. He is your worthless nephew^ 
abounding in faults. 

Lew. He is my own nephew^ is he 
not ? — ^If I wish to correct or reprove 
him> I may do it ; and it has no con- 
cern with you. 

Wife. [jeeringl\f\ O pray cease 
your anger : and let me intreat your 
superior instruction ! 

Lew. Yin-sun ! 

Yin. Your nephew is here, sir. 

Wife. Oh ! if you wish to correct 
him, you may do it : — ^But what does this 
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Yin-8UD ! Tin-sun ! mean ?rr-Do bring a 
little clay, for fear his precious skull 
should sustain some injury ! * 

Lev). Are you waiting to see me put 
him to death ? 

. Wife. Who ever ordered you to 
commit murder ? 

Lew. What is to be done in all this 
bustle !-T--Give me tho^e keys. 

Wif&. There 4ire the k^s ; they are 
at yow command. 

Lew. Yin-sun, do you x>bserve? 

Yin. Sir, I observe. 

Lew. Daughteriand«oii-in-l9w,coaie 
near.— tDo you two receive these keys, 
and ti^ charge of my family. 

* That part of the top of the head, which is 
weak ia ch^dhood: (the fentaael) the Chinese 
somet;iXDe9^ fortify in this maimer. 
B 
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Wife. ChildreB, give thanks to your 
father. 

Ltw. You see they are very well 
pleased. 

Chang. Many thanks to you, father! 
— ^You see, Yin-sun, all the keys are in 
my possession. 

Lew. Nephew, what has become of 
the money which I before gave you ? 

Yin, I met with some intimate friends, 
sir, and spent the money with them. 

Wife. So, vile creature, ^u have 
also your intimate friends, have you? 

Lew. Alas ! child, it is not yet time 
for you to have such friends ! — ^^ When 
you had a Jittle money, you treated 
your friends^ and squandered it away 
daily ; and now you are moneyless. To 
intreat your relations for subsistence is 
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troublesome and distressing. — As you 
are unrepining in poverty, and not 
elated by opulence, you might strive to 
acquire wealth as a merchant ; but this 
would not be so suitable for one in your 
condition, as to follow your original 
destination, and instruct the boys of 
your village." 

Yin. Your nephew, sir, came for the 
purpose of requesting a small sum of 
his relations, in order that he might set 
up some trade. 

Lew. Yin-sun, my child, this is not 
so good, or suitable, as studying. 

Yin. Trade, uncle, I assure you, will 
do better. 

Lew. ^^ I tell you the qualifications 
of a scholar are high, but the talents for 
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trading need be but small ; and thus 
the greater number prefer the latter. 
But do you now go and exert yourself, 
like those who have studied with dili- 
gence. If you are suecessfal in trade, 
from a little money you make much ; 
but if you study letters, your plebeian 
garments are changed for a scholar's 
gown. If you compare the two^ how 
much superior is the literary life to th^ 
<^ the merchant or tradesman ! — When 
you shall have acquired celebrity, men 
will vie with each other in their admira- 
tion of you. Over your head will be 
carried the round umbrella ; before your 
horse will be marshalled the two filai 
of attendants.-^^Think of the toil of 
those who traffic, and you will see the 
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difference ! "— 'Chang-lang, let the car- 
riage be brought, and lat my wife and 
daughter go home first ; I will follow 
afterwards. 

Chang. It is all ready^ sir* 

Lew. Wife, do you go home first, 
with Yin-chang. ~ This lad Yin-sun 
does not think correctly, and I wish to 
shew him his duty. 

Wife. You can come at your leisure, 
husband ; I will reUirn home first. 

[jpreUnd$ 1o go away. 

Lew. [to }%t-«tm.] Child, I have a 
great regard ft>r you ! 

Yin. I know it, uncle. 

Lew. Alas ! my sorrow will kill me I 

\weeps. 

Wife, [making her appearance.'] 
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Husband, what is the matter! — ^Why 
are you weeping? 

Lew. When did I weep ? 

Wife. The tears are now dropping 
from your eyes. 

Lew. Alas ! at my age, how should 
they be free from moisture ! 

Wife. This weakness, it seems, has 
cpme very quick upon you/ 

Lew. [aside to Ftn-wn.] In my 
boot,* there are two pieces of silver ; 
take them out, and be gone. Yin-sun, 
do you be regular in your visits to the 
graves of your ancestors, and in one 
or two years you will no doubt become 
rich. 

* Their boots serve the Chinese instead of 
pockets. 
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Ym. Your nephew will obey^ yo»> 
sir. 

Lew. '' The duties which during 
their life time we owe to our parents, I 
need not mention : — now that yours are 
dead, do you hasten and instruct your- 
self how to invoke their shades. — Alas J 
I have no son to do this for me ! — It is 
now your duty to decorate the tombs of 
the family. — Go and procure a little 
wine, with which you may sprinkle the 
graves ; endeavour to obtain in the 
village a little money, with which you 
may buy metallic paper to burn. Once 
in each day visit their tombs for me. 
— Yin-sun, follow the good advice, I 
gave you. — If you should prove obsti- 
nate, and not regard my instructions, 
you must be content to live upon what 
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you can get, and to remain in poverty all 
the days of your life/' ) 

W^e. [to Yin-sun,'] You poor, vil- 
lainouSy ugly wretch! — what business 
have you here ? — It would do my eyes 
good to see you die this moment ! If 
you come agdin to my doors, Til have 
you cut in pieces ! — Oh, you will make 
me die with rage ! — Husband, will you 
please to come along with me ? 

\_Ej:eunt Lew-tsung^sheu and Wtf^. 

Yin-sun, solus. 
She's gone ! — instead of correcting 
me as she wished, my uncle gave me 
these two pieces of silver. They will 
serve for my subsistence in the potteries 
for a few days — and then — Oh Heaven ! 
I shall die of poverty at last. 
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ACT III. 

SCENE.— -JB^fer CsAKCh-LANG, and 
Daughter. 

Chang. Though a man's destiny is 
fixed at his births it is still necessary 
for him to adopt a little scheming. If I 
did not keep in practice my deceitful 
arts, who would take money and pre- 
sent it to me? — Since my father-in-law 
gave me the care of his property 1 have 
been very well contented. — It is now 
the commencement of the Tsing-ming, 
and everyone goes to perform his duties 
and make oblations at the tombs of his 
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ancestors. I must hasten with these 
dried hams and other meat offerings^ 
and take with me the village officer to 
the tombs. 

Enter Village Officer. 

V. Off. I am the village officer. To- 
day being the commencement of the 
Tsing-ming. I have received Chang- 
lang's invitation to go to the tombs. — 
Chang- lang, here I am, ready to pro- 
ceed with you. 

Chang, [to Ym-chang.'] Wife, we 
have hitherto gone every year to visit 
the tombs of your family first. Let us 
this year first proceed to those of my 
ancestors. 

Daugh. No, Chang-lang; it is proper 
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we should go to the tombs of my family 
first. 

V. Off. You are in the wrong. — 
Though your family name be Lewy and 
your husband's Chang ^ you should still 
go first to the tombs of his family. That 
will be the most correct plan. 

Chang. Wife, within a n hundred 
years after our marriage, you will be 
immured in the tombs of my ancestors : 
proceed first, therefore, to them. 

Daugh. I comply: let us first pro- 
ceed thither. [Exeunt, 
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Enter Yin-sun, solus. 
Yin, Since the day when my uncle 
gave me the two pieces of silver, I have 
been living about the potteries. Now is 
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the season of the Tsiog^jning, and all 
ranks, both great and small, perform the 
sacred rkes at the tombs of ^eir re- 
iqpective families. My uncle said to 
ttie^Yin*sun, if yon diligently honoor 
the graves of your ancestors, in one or 
two years you will become rich. -— 
Surely, he must have deposited some 
treasure tiiere. When I reflect that 
my own ancestors, besides my father 
and mother, are interred in those tombs^ 
it would be strange if I should wait till 
my uncle told me to go ! — ^Though I am 
poor, I am still a scholar, and therefore 
could not possibly be deficient in this 
essential point of duty. I have been to 
the paper shop, and obtained some gilt 
paper by singing; I have been to the 
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wine shop, and procured this half-jar of 
wine ; I have been to the eating-shop, 
and obtained this cake of bread. Thus 
then I have not neglected my uncle's 
advice. From a neighbour I have 
borrowed this iron^hoe, and now pro- 
ceed to the rites ; to burn the paper, 
and to trim the earth round the graves ; 
to perform the other ceremonies of 
oblations, and thus fulfil the duties of a 
son. In the midst of my meditation^ I 
have arrived, it seems, at the place of 
tombs. Ah! Lew-tsung-$faeu, in spite 
of your great wealth, where have yoi| a 
son who ^hall visit youn tombs.* — [per- 
forms his adorations.'] — Ye parents of 
my father, your lives being ended, after 
death be immortal ! I make tjiis obH- 
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tion to your shades. — Here lie my father 
and mother ! — I, your child, the victim 
of poverty, reflect that during your life- 
time, yoiv turned the partial affection of 
my grandfather and grandmother for 
you, to the disadvantage of my uncle 
and his wife. Now, that you are dead, 
all the ill consequences fall upon me ! 
—My parents ! why do I repeat this 
maxim? ^^ Possessing property, do not 
^* exhaust it entirely, but refrain from 
^^ one portion in ten for the sake of 
** your children." I repeat this, be- 
cause you made use of all your property, 
and now I severely suffer for it. But 
" in one or two years I shall become 
^' rich ! " — ^Yin^sun has no other way of 
performing the duties of filial piety than 
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by throwing a little fresh earth on the 
graves! I maybe compared to the iron 
hoe which I hold in my hand ; but the 
disposition of my aunt is so unrelenting 
that even if I were composed of iron or 
stone 1 could not forbear to complain. 
They have directed my cousin, Chang- 
lang, to take care of the family, while I 
am sent to dig the ground, and to 
labour. Now that I have thrown up 
the earth, I may proceed to the riles of 
oblation. If I offer this cake only to the 
shades of my grandfather and grand- 
mother, those of my own parents will 
have none. — What is to be done, to 
prevent their contending for it? — This 
I can easily manage : I will divide the 
42ake, and ofTerh alf to the one, and half 
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to the otfa0r.*-rHavittg poufed o«t the 
yvim, bUFAt the paper ^ and finished the 
oblations, I am to eat what rcimains of 
the provigions.--rfOne hundred and five 
^ys after the winter solstice, observe 
the rieh^ with what splendour they 
perfijNrm the rites of the tumibs. I alone 
am poor and destitute. -r-Tbe graves of 
my ancestors are not heaped with dried 
hams wd other meat offerings, nor with 
fr^gi^ant wines. With this iron hoe I 
have performed the duties of the season. 
— [taking up the mne.'] — ^This wine is 
cold, and not fit to drink. I will go to 
one ,of the neighbouring cottages, and 
warm it. Having done this, I will re- 
turn fi>r the iron hoe^-^^^ow to wrarm 
the wine. ) [Ewit, 
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Enter Lbw-tsuno-sheu and Wife. 

Lew. Tbis day being the commence-^ 
ment of the TsiDg-ming, we are pro- 
ceeding to visit the tombs of our 
ancestors. Wife, are our son-in-law 
and daughter gone before? 

W^e. Yes, they have long bcfen gone : 
the tent has been pitched for some time ; 
the sheep killed ; the cakes, as well as 
the dried hams and other meat offerings, 
prepared ; and the wine heated. The< 
shades of our ancestors and our rela- 
tions wait the arrival of us two. — ^We 
must burn the incense paper, and then 
proceed to eat what remains of the 
offerings. 

Lew. Wife, I fear that our children 
9re not. yet arrived, 
p 



d by Google 



66 

Wife. I tell you that they are both 
gone beftnre us. 

Lett, But, have they arrived thera 
y^t? 

Wife. They must have arrived there 
a long while ago. 

hew. Well, let us go o».— Do you 
see, that in the earnestness of our talk, 
we have already passed the tombs ! -~ 
Those surely aire the tombs of my sai- 
cestors? — Let ww go tbitl^r. 
' Wife. Ah, we have indeed gone 
petst them ! 

LeiJb. Now that we are arrived at the 
spot, you see that neither dre the %m\^ 
pitched, nor the sheep killed, nor th^ 
cakes pmfiwred) nor tha Wu^ heatdd, nor 
the dried hams and other DddiAoflferhigs 



d by Google 



67 

fortfaooffiing.— Wlmfc will Imppea to the 
shades of Qur ancestors and relations f 

Wife. I am afraid that our children 
have been tardy in their journey. 

Lew. At your time of life, wife, you 
should not have been telling m^ aU 
these stories ! 

Wif&. I have indeed been mudi 
mistaken. 

Lew. Alas! the sight of these tombs 
is enough ta grieve one !— ^^ Do you 
see that on the graves and places of 
offering, from the walls of brick and 
earth, are springing up thorns and 
briars ? — ^Where are the PS-yatig and 
the L5-*yang trees ! *'*—Wife^ does it 
not seem that some one has just been 
$ii the tojaibs 9-^^^ The fwrson who jflsay 
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have visited them, — is it my daughter, 
or my nephew, my nearer or my more 
remote relation ? — Look at those deso- 
late graves ! — The swampy ground 
receives not the savour of flesh nor fish, 
nor the fragrance of tea or of wine. 
There has not been thrown upon them 
so much as two shovel-fulls of fresh 
earth, nor burnt over them a single roll 
of paper, nor have they been sprinkled 
with so much as half a cup of warm 
wine!'' — ^Wife, surely some one has 
been at those tombs and gone away 
again ? 

Wife. If any one has been here, he 
must have been some needy wretch. 

Lew. ^^ He who has been here, and 
I myself, are equally miserable. It must 
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be owing to so much rain having fallen 
that so few have come to the tombs ; 
and therefore the grass is so long.*— 
When shall I look to the blessing of 
posterity ! Each day will the herds of 
cattle be let loose upon our graves : 
where will be placed the stone tigers, 
and the goats of stone!" — Wife, since 
our children are not yet arrived, let us 
begin the performance of our adorations. 

Wife. You say right. — Let us old 
people perform our adorations before 
the tombs until they come. 

Lew. Wife! first perform the rite« 
here. 

. Wife. Who are buried here? 

Lew. They are the parents of my 
father. 
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Wifh. Parents of my husband's fa- 
ther, bestow your favourable influence 
on our family I Parents of my husband's 
father, soob may you ascend to the 
immortal mansions ! 

Lew. Now let our adorations be 
performed here. 

Wife. Who are buried here ? 

Leu>. My own parents. 

Wife. Parents of my husband, your 
lives being ended, after death be ye 
immortal ! 

Letc. Now, here. 

Wife. Who are these? 

Lew. They are my younger brother 
and his wife ; the parents of Yin-sun. 

Wife. Are these the graves of Yin- 
sun's father and mother!— Then you 
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feriors; I am much above them ; bow 
then can I make the oblations at tbeir 
tomb? 

Lew. While they lived, it is true, 
they were our inferiors; but they are 
now dead ! — Say then but this, " Your 
lives being ended, after death be ye 
immortal." For my sake, wife, perform 
this supplication ! 

Wi^. Well, I will obey yoti. [a^ide.'] 
Ye two of the younger branch of Lew, 
listen to me in your graves ! Remember 
that during your lives you relied on the 
partiality of your father and mother, 
and injured us two. You happened, 
however, to draw the shortest lot ; and 
now you are dead, leaving behind you 
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that unfGOlnimte Yin-suD, frhais always 
haunting our doors. May he soon be 
crippled, or killed in the road, run over 
or trampled to death, and thus gratify 
my eyes 1 

Lew. When will you have done 
praying over the graves? 

W\fe. Eh, when did I open roy 
mouth? 

Lew. Wife, where shall we two be 
buried an hundred years * hence ? 

Wife. I have chosen a spot upon the 
brow of yonder hill. Do you observe 
the tall trees like so many umbrellas ? 

* The Chiuese think it unlucky to mention 
death in direct terms ; as the Romans said of 
any one deceased, fuit, or vixit, instead of two- 
ritur. 
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—It is there that we shall be buried an 
hundred years hence. 

Lew. I am afraid that it will not be 
possible for us to be interred there ! 

Wife. Why will it not be possible ? 
— ^where then shall we be buried ? 

Lew. I repeat it, wife, it will not be 
possible: — ^but we shall be buried in 
yonder spot. 

Wtfe. That is a low, wet, desolate 
place : I will never consent to be buried 
there; but yonder. 

Lew. " We, like a pair of decayed 
pillars, have no sons nor grandsons to 
support us. An hundred years hence, 
when our bodies are deeply buried, 
though our tombs may be turned to the 
right aspect, we shall still be interred 
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ia that desolate spot/' On the 1st and 
Idth of the months at the time of obla- 
tion, " who will, weepingly, deck our 
tombs with gilded paper, or burn in- 
cense to our memory?*' — ^Wife, the 
reason why we never can be buried in 
yonder spot, is merely because we have 
not a son. 

Wife. How, not a son ; have we not 
our son-in-law and daughter? 

Lew. Ah, I had forgotten them ! — 
Come, as our children are not yet 
arrived, let us chat a little together; — 
and now let me ask you, wife, what is 
my surname ? 

Wife. Alas ! the old man becomes 
more foolish as he grows older; he 
has forgotten hrs own surname ! — Your 
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surname i$ Lew, and you are called 
Lew Yuen-wae.* 

Lew. My surname is Lew, and I am 
called Lew Yuen-wae: — good — and 
what is your surname ? 

Wife. My surname is Lc; 

Lett. Mine is Lew ; your's is Le :— 
but how came you to be one of my 
family? 

Wife. Do you really not know!^ — 
For what purpose were all the go- 
betweens and the witnrases, and the 
feasts, and the marriage presente, but 
to make me your lawful wife, and one 
of your own family ? 

LetVs Do people, when they meet 

• Yuen-wae, a term somewhat equivalent to 
squire. 
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you, call you Madam Lew, or Madam 
Le? 

Wife. How stupid this old man is 
grown ! — " If I wed a fowl, 1 must fly 
*^ after it ; if I wed a dog, I must run 
*^ after it: if I wed a deserted clod, I 
*^ must sit down and guard it." * — 
While you and I live, we have the same 
bed ; when we are dead, we shall have 
the same grave.— I belong altogether to 
your family ; how then should any one 
call me Madam Le ? 

Lef€. It seems, fhen, that you are 
one of my family; — and what is our 
daughter's surname ? 

Wife. Her surname is also Lew; 
she is Lew Yin-chang, 

• A proverb. 
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Lew. What is our son-in«law's sur- 
name ? 

Wife. His surname is Chang: — he 
is Chang-lang. 

Leio. Now, let me ask you, wife ; — 
wiU our daughter, an hundred years 
hence, be laid in the tomb» of Lew, or 
in those of Chang ? 

Wife. She will be laid in those of 
Chang. — [m if grieved.'] — ^Alas ! hus- 
band, why do yoii think about that ? — 
true it is, without a son, we are indeed 
without a support ! 

Lew. You comprehend it, then, at 
last, wife. 

Wife. How fortunate would it be if 
some one of onr own family would come 
to the tombs. 
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^»ter Yin-sun. 

Hill. Having warmed and drank the 
wine, I am come back for the iron hoe. 

Wi/k. Ah Yinnsun! whence come 
you, chiW?— why have you not lately 
been to eat at our house ? — ^Your uncle 
too is here. 

Ym. Your nephew came to pay 
adoration at the tombs of his iunily. 
I hope you mean not to chastise nm 
fi>&it. 

Wife. I do not wish to chastise yoo, 
child! — I will acquaint your uncle of 
your coming. — {going up to Lew-Uung* 
#A^.]— Husband^ a yonng^r bjoanih of 
I-ew is arrived. 

Lew. What younger br£M»ib of Lew f 
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Wife. Our nephew Yia-sun. 

Lew. Then you had better have 
named him Yin*sun ; — ^why style him a 
younger branch of Lew ? 

Wife. Because our children are too 
old, to be called by the names of their 
childhood.* 

Lew. Desire him to come forward, 
that I may question him. — Yin-sun, for 
what purpose came you hitheir? 

Yin. Your nephew came to pay 
adorations at the tombs of his family. 

Lew. Wife, do you heM Yin-sun 
say, that he came to pay sdorations at 
the tombs of the family ? 

• After a certain age, they cease to use the 
Heo'mfng or Seaou-ming, the epithets applied in 
early youth. 
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Wife. Yes, husband ; he came to 
perform the rites at the tombs. 

Letc. Yin*sun, who burnt this paper? 

Tin. It was your ncphew^^who burnt 
the paper. 

Lew. Wife, Yin-sun says it was he 
who burnt the paper. 

Wife. Yes ; our nephew burnt the 
paper. 

Lew. Who threw on the earth ? 

Yin. Your nephew threw on the 
>earth. 

Lew. Yin-sun says, wife, that he 
threw on the earth. 

Wife. I hear that also, husband. 

Lew. You came to pay adoration at 
the tombs, you burnt the paper, you 
threw up the earth : — but if you had 
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not come, there is some one else of the 
family who would. — ^I must chastise thisi 
poor wretch ! 

Wife, [dissuading him^ Husband^ 
why will you chastise our nephew ? 

Lew. Wife, let me alone!—'* The 
children of my brothers will all be 
buried in these tombs, and leave a 
posterity to make oblations to their 
ancestors."-^ Yin-sun, " look upon my 
wife and me as equal to your father and 
mother.*' 

Wife. Husband, do not chastise him. 

Lew. '^ Ah, you worthless woman, 
arrest not the staff, which is lifted for 
his correction." It ifi for this reason, 
that I punish him, '^ because in per- 
forming the ritei» to his ancestors, he 
a 
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did not do it with liberality, but cafne 
to offer at their too^^s in this shamefiil 
manner." 

Wife. Husband, when . you hiMre 
spoken to him, then puqish hiip# 

Lew. I will punish him ftrst, and 
then speak to him. 

Wffe. Speak to him firsts aqd tlien 
punish him. 

Lew. Let me alone^ wife ! ^^ It is for 
these reasons, that I would chastise him 
first; and then parley with him.''— Yin- 
sun, was it yoU; who has been at; the 
tombs'^ 

Yin. It was you^ nepjbew who cam^ 
to the tombs* 

Lew., Why then dicjl not yoi» pitch 
a lofty te«t^ aod kill the sjtie^p^ and 
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wdl M the dried haffi^ and other meat 
oiFeriDgs. — What will become of the 
shades of our ancestors and onr re- 
lations? 

Wife. This old ma<i is <^te amusing. 
— ^Your nephew is without money, and 
destitntb of both food Md clotbing. — 
Where then was he to find all this ? 

Lew. You say be has no money. — 
Yin-sun, observe, 

Yin. Whttt'is ityotf wish your ne- 
phew to obeierve ? 

Lew, Wh^ did not you go to thoife 
lofty edifices, and those tombs adorned 
with stone figures of goal* and tigers, 
instead of coming hither ? 

Wij^^ You are wrong, husband. — 
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Those belong to the fomilies of Chan^ 
and Le. He is the immediate descend- 
ant of our family of Lew ; why then 
should he not come to our tombs f 

Lew. Who is the immediate de« 
scendant of our family of Lew ? 

Wife. Yin-sun. 

Lew. I do not know that Yin-sun is 
the immediate descendant of ouk family ; 
— I say that our daughter and son-in-* 
law are. 

Wife. The more I concede to you, 
you become the more unreasonable* 
Among mankind, where is there to be 
found one faultless? — ^I have hitherto 
been very obstinate. Nephew, I re- 
member that I have both chastised 
and upbraided you : but firom this day 
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hence do you live in our family. I will 
supply all your wants. Cease then to 
remember my former harshness. 

Yin^ Uncle, my aunt says, that from 
this time hence she will neither chastise 
nor upbraid me ; but that I must be- 
come one of the family, and that she 
will supply all my wants. 

Lew. Who says so? 

Yin. My aunt says so. 
Lew. Your aunt says so!— Oh Heaven, 
it must be a dream! — " This happy 
event has come from the skies ; a foolisi 
woman has returned to her senses." 

I^Vi. I have to thank you, uncle. 

Lew. Don't pay your respects to me ; 
** but to your reformed aunt yonder." 
— IWife and Yin-sun seem affected^— 
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'VBelioId thijfee two ymeefing; their 
tears fbwin^ from tbe emotion x)f their 
hearts. .Yesterday joavtifferedfibm her 
angOr ; from thi)9 time iiebee you need 
not to toil for your living.'^ -^ Wife, 
whose tombs are these? 

Wife. They are the tombs of my 
family. 

Lew. '' Then they belong to the 
family of Lew, — ^How shall I intrust 
the property of my hotise to one trf" the 
house of Chang?!' 

Enter Chang-lang, Daughter, and 
Village Officer. 

V. Off. We are all quite ready I 
Lew. What family are going ta 
their tombs with such a crowd 1 
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V. Of. Itfelhefeinily of Jjew-chttng 
Yaen^wile^ gdiMg up to the tombs of 
their ancestots. 

Lew. What L^W-ehang Yuen-^ae ? 

Fl Of Ddn't you know, old *ir, 
tl^t the SOD of Chang mafried the 
daughter of Lew? — Therefore I call 
him Lew-chang Yuen-wae, 

Lew. I will go and speak tQ my 
wife.-^Wife, oor son-in^IkW is at length 
arrived : let us go and eat of the pro- 
visioDS. 

Wife. Where have you been, you 
worthless couple, that you should come 
so late? 

Lew. " Ah, you careful mother, 
forbear to beat pur dutifid children ! " ^ 

* In the original ; *^ Ah you neighbourhood- 
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Wtfe, be quiet: how does tWs matter 
concern our son-in-law? — ** Qnestioo 
your dutiful daughter yonder." * 

Wife, [to Daughter.'] Child, why 
did I upbraid you just now? It was 
because your father was vexed with 

** choosing mother of Meng-tsze, (Mencius,) cease 
" to beat the wood-carving Ting-Ian." — ^An allu- 
sion to two old stories. The mother of the 
plulosopher Mencius, (as the Chinese name is 
Latinised by the Jesuits) finding that she had 
chosen a neighbourhood in which her son did not 
learn, tore the web, which she was forming, 
through vexation. — Ting-Ian was a young woman 
who, when her parents died, carved their images 
in wood, and worshipped them. 

* Literally, " Question the tiger-bestri^ng 
Yang-heang." Allusion to another old story^ 
concemipg a person who, when his father or 
mother was attacked by a wild beast, leiq)ed on 
the said beast*s back, to divert its attention. 
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you. — ^Why have not you put on better 

garments? 

. Daugh. These are surely good 

enough, mother* 

W^e. Give me the keys ; the next 
time you must provide better clothes for 
the occasion. 

Chang. Wife, will you be deceived ! 

Daugh. I am not afraid : I know my 
mother is favourable towards me.— ^ 
There are the keys. 

Wtfe. Worthless couple, do you 
never come near my doors again ! — » 
Husband, I have got the keys. 

Lew. " Sod in-law, depart from my 
house; daughter, return to your hus- 
band's dwelling. — May you do well 
together, and Leang-hoey again iSnd 
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his Meng^ka$A^.*^Qo noWBsoArMtf 
on your schemes somewhere ^^lito;'f but 
fiHrbear to come to my doors«-^I \no 
longer require you ftnr a su{^rt^ 
Chaogt-lang. 

W^e. Husbasd^ befi3, ar€i the keyii ; 
do you take charge of the family 'Mb 
before. — I am old. 

Leuf. You say that you are old ; but 
I also am not young.--*-Wife, do you 
take our family affairs in hand. 

W^e. What, ami stitt eighteen?— 
The care of the family belongs to you. 

Lew. No ; it belongs to you. 

TV^. Whilei we are contending 
aboiri; it^ there stands one before us^ 
who may take the charge upon him.—^ 
* A food couple of antiquity* 
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HosbaBd, I will pve tb^ k^ys to our 
cUd Yin*sim.-^What is* your opinion? 
. liew. It wiQ )^ a-little too $oon. 

W^. I thinfethat it is fell time. 
. Lew. You art in th^ i^ght^ wife. 

Wife. Yin-pgun, come here. — ^I deliver 
all the keys to yon ; go and take charge 
of the &mily. 

Yin. Thanks to yon, my aunt. — 
Chang-lang, awayl— *l oaanot endore 
this smell of poverty ! i ' 

Chang. So, you have not fi»'gotten a 
single word, I find ! 

Lew. Son-in-law, hope for no more 
of mymoorjr.-^Ehtagbter, consider t|)at 
I allowed all my property to remain in 
your hands. — You should have per- 
fof flMd your duty to yonr parents^ and 
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have taken care to perform the rites at 
the tombs« All then would have been 
well." — [to Chang-'tangJ] — ** Is it you, 
wretch, who are to be attended by 
crowds, while I am alone and forsaken! 
— ^Your conduct is short-sighted ; I can 
see a little farther. — ^The fortunes of 
Lew are intrusted to one of the family. 
*— Daughter, you need not again seek 
your father and mother.^ 

Wife. Having delivered all our 
family concerns to Yin-sun, let us 
depart. 

Lew. I will accompany you. — [to 
Yin^sun.'] — ** Forbear to quarrel and 
contend with them. The ancients say, 
a daughter is born to be of miother 
family. When they come to our house, 
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forbear to argue with them : — desire 
them only to think of the season for 
paying adoration at the tombs of the 
family/* [Exeunt 
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ACT IV. 

Enter Lbw-tsung-shbu, Wife, and 
Yin-sun. 

Leu). This day is my birthday, and 
we must at the same time rejoice with 
the young Yuen-wae on his becoming 
one of the family. — ^Yin-sun, who could 
have expected the event that has be- 
fallen you! ^ You may welcome my 
birthday with the wine of long life; 
but the excess of my remorse is not to 
be expressed by words ! — ^For the sake 
of a little wealth, I have encountered 
all hazards, and experienced every kind 
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of hardship and grief: — for tfaig I have 
been hated and abased all my life 1 '' 

Enter [toiihout] Chang-lang, and 
Daughter. 

Chang. This is our father's birthday^ 
and we come to pay our respects to 
him. We have arrived at the door.— 
[to Kn-«iin.]— Cousin! 

Yin. Whence this smell of poverty ? 
—Where dp you come from ? 

Change. I do not reproach you with 
poverty now ! — We cpme to wait upon 
our father. 

Yin. I will announce your arrival. 
[going in.] — Sir, my two cousins are 
arrived. 

f^ew. Who are arrived ? 
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Yin. My cousins. 

Lew. ^^ You say that my daughter 
and her husband are at the door. — Why 
do I not perm^it them to enter? — Do 
you only ask them whose money they 
received, and at whose tombs they 
sacrificed. — If they enter our doors to- 
day, it will be plain that we cannot 
keep our word. 

Yin, My uncle and aunt, be above 
feeling any resentment towards them. 

Leu). ^^ The wretch's words could 
never be depended on ; and everything 
he did excited men's anger.'' — ^Yin-sun I 
— " I will call Yin-sun to approach 
and receive my directions.- — If you 
allow those two to enter my doors, you 
will vex me, and I must punish you.'^ 
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Wife* Husband^ those two children 
possess some share of duty : — ^indulge 
them a little. 

LetD. You say, that they are virtuous 
aud dutiful. Then I am a silly old 
fellow, and angry without reason. ** Who 
taught them to pay such regard to each 
other as to forget the favours they had 
received from me?" — Yin-sun, go and 
say to them that their business has no 
concern with mine. — ^* If they cannot 
be received into their own family, it is 
all their own doing." — ^Yin-sun, go and 
say, that if there be any one as nearly 
related as yourself, he is desired to 
enter. 

Yin. [to tliose without.'] My uncle 
6ays, that if there be any one as nearly 

H 
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jrelAtad as ita^self^ lb ddtfkes Min to 

Daugh. [caH$.'] Seaou-mei, go witii 
yoor okffld to gee mrf fatlMr* 

jSn/^r Seaou-mei and Boy. 

&wfi. Yia-cfaaag ba$ de^ij:^ me to 
bring in tlie boy to nee bis father.*-^ 
[seeing Leu)mtwng^9heu.l^ Sir^ S^aou* 
Hiei bas come with youf child ! 

Z<«tc. Is wot this Sewu-wei!— From 
whence come you ? 

SeoQu. Have yon, m three years^ fof- 
g^ttejx an acquaintaope of many? 

Lew, ^^ Do you auk if in three years 
I have forgotten an acquaintance of 
meny ? "-*- Scaou-*mei I you were most 
^Iwsely attached to me;*- bow could 
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joii ran away With anolher, you worth- 
less creatune !-^^^ Know yoa that^ ^ Ammi 
aod wife for a day, and an nniott fcr 
lifer" 

8e&&u. ^, I haye brought you your 
son. 

Lew. Who is my son ? 

Seemu. Is not this he ? 

Lew. Yes, surely he is my son! — 
^^ Let us this day cease to question who 
is right and who is wrong. — Wife, we 
have now found one who will mourn 
for us ! "-. Child, call me fether !--[«te 
Boy calls him '' Father r']--'' Ah, that 
sound has transported me !— How could 
he harbour such jealousy, and in his 
contrivances to get a little money, 
endeavour to cut off my posterity from 
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the root! " — ^Yin-sun, tell my daughter 
'^md her hnsband to come here* — 
Daughter, where has Seaoii-mei been 
these last three years. 

Dough. Father, if you do not know, 
listen to me while I tell you the whole 
history. — When Seaou-mei had been 
pregnaut six months, Chang-lang was 
seized with a fit of jealousy, and 
wished to make away with her. — 
Your daughter, reflecting that you 
were old, and that if any thing hap- 
pened to Seaou-mei, your posterity 
would be cut off, concealed her in a 
place of safety, and brought up the 
child. For three years, whatever they 
required, both as to food and clothing, 
was secretly provided by your daughter. 



d by Google 



roi 

-—Repenting of your former kindness, 
you took away all your effects from 
my charge. — But. from this day, let 
your resentment cease against your 
daughter. — Though you have a dutiful 
nephew, how can he be compared to. 
your own child? 

Lew. How was I to know all this, 
child, without your telling me ! — 
** Since it proves thus, you have acted 
as my daughter; but my former dis- 
pleasure was not without its excuse. — 
My son-in-law yonder is of another 
house; but my daughter is worthy to 
be recognised by her family." 

Wife. Who could have thought that 
Lew Yuen-wae would still have a son ! 

Lew. ^^ We need not apprehend 
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beiag buried in that deaoli^ ifolt; fer 
our fitmily has now a cepresftotatiise. 
Your sorrow has met witb its ewe/' 

Daugh. Fath»,tfaougkyouh(Kiretibift 
dvjT foiiad a son, do mA cease to re* 
member your daught^ ! '* 

Lew. *' Daughter, how can I be 
s^asible of a benefit and not requite 
it?'* 

Yim. Since you have fondf d a sou, I 
return all the keys to yon, unde.-^! 
have thus been rich for only oub dny ! 

Levi. My daughter, my nephew, and 
my aon— ^' I takie tke whole of my jpbto- 
perty, and dkide it among ywL*' — 
Qq yon aU. iit^ben to my wordsu For 
flai% ^aMs I had been Imping ufi 
weailth ; iHit aft I had not a son^ my 
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sotrow was without an end. — ^ My 
brother unhappily died early^ and Yin-' 
sun^ my nephew, was long banished 
from the family. — ^That villain Chang- 
iang falsely plotted to get possession of 
my wealth ; but my dutiful daughter 
secretly preserved my son.— When we 
went to the tombs, at the usual season, 
to perform the rites, the feelings of affec- 
tion returned, and jealousy became 
changed to love.— Thus by pointing out 
the desolate spot, I taught a bitter 
lesson to my old wife ; — nor did I give 
away a part of my wealth in vain, for, 
by the favour of Heaven, I have an heir 
in my old age ! 

THE END. 
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NOTE S. 



Note 1, p. 1. — Scemk— " The old man'r 
hou8e7'\ As the Chinese have no change of 
scene, it is fHrobdble that the transtator has 
stipplied it, ^^ to consult the ease of the ge- 
neral reader,^ as Mr. Gifibrd has done in 
Masanger^s Duke of Milan, there being in 
that author^s time no distinction of scenerj, 
but what was furnished by a board, with 
Milan or Rhodes painted upon it 

Note 2, p. 3. — " Bringing his motJier's 
banes rviih himJ*^ To abandon the graves 
of hb family, ia one of the greatest crimes 
against moralky of which a Chinese can be 
guilty. A stranger in China is astomi^ed 
to see the number of oaf&Ds lying near the 
banks of rivers and canals, ready tobetrans- 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



108 NOTES. 

ported to some favourite buiying place, or to 
be oonveyed, with the rest of the moveables, 
to some new re^dence of the family. The 
old man notices this to prepossess the audi- 
ence in favour of his nephew^s regard for 
filial piety. 

Note 3, p. 4. — " What doyoujopant xvith 
asses r^ The Chinese of the middling and 
lower orders rarely make use of any oth^ 
beast €)£ burden than the ass, on the princi* 
|de that it will go through more labour, and 
requires less food, than any other of equal 
ffl2e and value. Horses are used only by 
the oflScers of government, by the military, 
and persons of great wealth ; the carriage of 
heavy goods, and the conveyance of travel- 
lers, being genera iiy by the numerous rivers 
h1 canals which intersect tlie country in alK 
ections. Neither are oxen kept for labour 
food, or cows for milk ; the produce of the 
d being consumed generally by man. 
Note 4, p. 8. — " Shakes the rest Jrom 
.m skeveJ"] The Chinese wear no pockets, 
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but make use of th^ wide deeves when 
turned up, and also of their boot tops, as 
pockets Chang4cmg^ the only vicious cha- 
racter in the play, is here introduced, in the 
opening, to the audience, as a thief and 
aliiar. 

Note 5, p. 10. — '^ Bui Seaou-mei is now 
pregnant'*'] We are not sure that any of 
the oriental nations, among whom the prac- 
tice of polygamy is common, excepting the 
Chinese, have founded the necessity and 
justification of it on moral and poUtical 
principles. 

Note 6, p. 16, — " Youmay then hire out 
her services^ or sell her, as it best pleases 
you^"] The state of slavery is very commcm 
in China ; parents sell their children ; child* 
xen may sell themselves ; and husbands may 
dispose of their second wives or concubines ; 
but this is all done by private contract, and 
with the supposed consent of the parties. 
The condition of slaves is, however, very 
Afferent from that of negroes ; from the 
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nflttietti tfiejr become €M 0S tfe fanUj^ tbepr 
ire om^derad, and in most respects trated, 
wm a nember of the faautjr; but they are sot 
equal in the a^t of the hw ; for a crime 
eenmitted bj a afanre 19 pumihable one dft^ 
gree heavier ; and a crime committed agaiMt 
a ikye, one degree ight^, than in the case 
of free listens. 

NoTS 7> p- ^^« — ^ Bring a carriage 
ikerer^ The best of GMnese carriages^ ib a 
sbmU coirered cart, with two wheds, and 
without springs, drawn by one horse. The 
carriage in question was probably a sort of 
Utler^ carried between two asses, the usual 
node in whidi oouirtry women are conveyed^ 
as the old lady, hia former scoie, talked of 
her asses for her own riding. 

Note 8, p. 34.—" When lam deady inkr 
mff body on the brom cf ecme tm/requenied 
hittJ"] The Chinese are as anxious about 
the ^ace of their sepulture, as they are about 
their coffins. The piests and oooth*sayers 
are consulted as to the most jnt^tknis spot 
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•f intemen^ wtiAf whea eMvemeaky is ge- 
aeraUy adeeted on the side of some verdant 
moudtaitt ; and this oipea aiod airy situatioa 
U anxiously Dought after fer depositing the 
hcKfies of men after death,, who, when 
livings cooped themidires up in elose aad 
umrihokiome alleys of Home large dty. 

lion 9, p. d.>.— '^ Jndpbmiihe Fir amd 
<fo Cyprm thiekfy oroamd''] The Thmjfa 
orimtaSSf or the Arbor Vikt, and the Cu^ 
pr€Mm pendula^ a tree rery much resenii- 
bling the wtqping willow, are those most 
commonly planted on burying grounds. 

NoTK iO, p. 39. — '♦^ Comrade^ they are 
Q/btn^ i^ iRHrikute money ai Ka^-ymn iem^ 
fib^} Mtfftdiiaty is by no means common in 
China ; tjbe disgraee of asking alms^ not only 
attwbes to the beggmr, but to Im whole fi»- 
Buly; and the most [fusible excuse ibr 
askn^ alms, in the eyes ci a Chinese, would 
be one of the worst in other countries^ — the 
misery of having no childrra*^. The teiiq>le8 
e£ the sectaries ^ /V and JU^oJcoon^ are the 
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usual resort of b^gars, impostors, and gam* 
biers; and instead ci being " houses of 
prayer,^ are literally " dens (rf thieves." 
• Note 1 1. p. 46. — " If thai xcretch should 
4ee our money he wUl waiU it oZ?."] The 
only currency of China is easily seen; it 
consists of pieces of base copper, one leang^ 
or ounce of olver, commonly called by Euro- 
peans a iael^ and valued at six shillings and 
d]^t-pence, being equivalent to one thousaml 
of these pieces ; they have a square hole in 
the centre, and are usually strung upon a 
cord of twisted bamboo. 

Note 1 2, p. 55.—" Buy metalRc paper to 
bum."^] Be^des meats and fi*uits which the 
parties viidting the tombs feast upon them- 
selves, a hbation of wine, an offering of 
cake, and burning paper, covered over with a 
kind of varnish, which makes it appear as 
if gilt, or tin-foil, are indispensibly necessary 
for the ceremonial rites to the manes of their 
ancestors. 

Note 13, p. 57- — ^" The commencement 
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of T^wagK-mifJg'.''] Tivit^-mfrigi one of the 
TWJte, or 24 diviisitms of the Chinese year^ 
each consisting of 1 5 days; and distinguished 
by a particular name. Two of these. ar0 
equivalent to one of the signs of our zodiiae^ 
The Tsing-ming conuoa^ices 105 days after 
the winter solstice, or about the time when 
the sun enters the 16th degree of Aries, 
i. e. the 5th of April. The Hindus have 
the same division of the year into 360 days 
(saura days), distinguished from the savana 
days, of which there are 365 J in the year. — 
May not this be the year of 360 days, in use 
among the ancient Egyptians, to which after- 
wards was added 5 days, to make it corres- 
pond with the savana year ? T. 

Note 14, p. 64.—^* Th%s wine u cM, 
cmd not Jit to drwkr'\ The Chinese drink 
all their liquors heated ; frequendy even 
seatt^choo^ or ardent spirits. In the north- 
em provinces, however, they cool their me- 
lons and other fruits on masses of ice. 

Note 15, p. 69. — " The stone tigers and 
I 
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ihe goats ofHoneJ"] Almost the only archI-> 
tectund yariety displayed by the Cluneae 
id to be found in their tombs. These man- 
sums of the dead assume every possible 
variety of shape, and are very commonly 
deo(»rated with ill carved representaticms of 
hons, tigers, elephants, horses^ &c. 

" Que gratia coiribn 
Annonunque fiiit vivis, qu» cara nitentes 
Boscere eqiios, eadem sequitur tellare repostos." 

The Tartars sacrifice hving ammals; and 
since th6 accession of the present dynasty, 
slaves and ccmcubines were offered to the 
^manes of some of the imperial family ; but 
the Chinese were so shocked by the practice^ 
that the present dynasty found it expedient 
to abolish it by law. 

Note 16, p. 73.—" Our tombs may he 
turned to ihe right aapect!^^ No Chinese 
will build a house, or a &mily tomb, imtil 
he has consulted some priest or other re- 
spectii^ the Jung^nu (wind and water) ; 
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that is to say, tbe predse line in which the 
several parts are to be placed. 
Note 16, p. 75- — " The go-betweens and 
the witnesses.'^'l Without these, and the 
marriage presents, and certain feasts, no 
marriage is accounted legal ; but the second 
wife n^ay be taken without any ceremony. 
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